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Dedication

To the men of the Flying Circus
both living and dead
who answered their country’s call
and held the left flank
of the Southwest Pacific Air War
in World War I1
from early 1943

on through 'til final victory.

This series of books has been
prepared to help assure that
none of you will be forgotten

by history.
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INTRODUCTION

The members of the 380" Bomb Group Association, the veterans group of those who
served with the 380™ Bombardment Group (Heavy), 5™ Air Force, like their compatriots in all of
the other American combat units who took part in World War |1, were anxious that the history of
their unit during that period be preserved for their families and, indeed, for all future generations.
This would include records of all those who served with details of that service, of all of the
aircraft they flew and the details of the history of that aircraft, and of all the missions which the

unit flew against our enemy, again with all important details.

This series, WE WENT TO WAR, was created to answer this desire. Previous volumes of
the series are the rosters of the 380™ (Part 1), listing of the aircrews (Part 11), identifying the
Australians who served with the 380" (Part II1), and a listing of the ground and aircrew
classifications (Part 1V). Parts V and VI contain descriptions and missions of the aircraft flown
by the 380" in Australia and New Guinea (Part V) and in The Philippines (Part V1). Information
on the ground crews were covered in Part VII and a chronological history of the missions flown

was covered in Parts VIII (Australia/New Guinea) and 1X (The Philippines).

This volume provides a brief history of how the 380" came to be assigned to the South

West Pacific Theatre, both from Australia and The Philippines.

Part A covers the situation in the Southwest Pacific Area prior to the arrival of the 380",

and Part B describes the brief history of the 380" in The Philippines Campaign.






PART A:

THE SITUATION PREVAILING IN THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA
BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF THE 380"

The American Air Units that came out of the Philippines and Java Campaigns were
woefully inadequate to defend Australia from the expected Japanese onslaught, let alone to try to
recapture what was lost. In addition, the 7" Bomb Group, also in the Philippines, had been sent

to India, leaving only the 19" for the heavy bomber component at that time. They flew B-17s.

The 43" Bomb Group, also with B-17s, arrived in Australia in March 1942. The 90"
with B-24s was sent to Hawaii in September 1942 and on to Australia in October. The 19"
return to the States in December 1942, leaving only the other two as the 5" Air Force’s

complement of heavy bombers then available.

American air units in Australia and New Guinea were not to be organized into a separate
U.S. air force until September 1942, when General Kenney took command. Because the
Australians were in a position to furnish the communications and headquarters personnel the
Americans lacked, an Allied command in Northern Territory of Australia incorporating both
Australian and American units had seemed appropriate. The American planes were assigned late
in May 1942 to the operational control of the commanding general of the land forces of the
Northern Territory and to the commander of the New Guinea Force on the understanding that
these ground commanders would not interfere with the control exercised by air officers, except

in the event of an imminent attack. (See Appendix I)

Except for northeastern Australia, the RAAF assumed responsibility for the defense of
the Australian continent and, in addition, full responsibility for reconnaissance and bomber
operations flown from the Darwin area against Japanese bases in the Netherlands East Indies.
The 5™ Air Force took over the full job in eastern Australia and in Papua on New Guinea. The

arrangement, of course, was not intended to be inflexible. RAAF squadrons were attached to the



5th Air Force and repeatedly participated in its operations, while the 5th frequently furnished

units to its ally on request. (Appendix I)

Until January 1943, this had involved occasional visits by the 19", 43 and 90" Groups
for special reconnaissance missions. In January, elements of its 400" Squadron of the 90" were
at Fenton for reconnaissance. Elements of the 319" Squadron were to relieve them on 21 January
but it was decided then that the whole 319" Squadron would move to Fenton semi-permanently.

They remained until relieved by the 380™. They returned to Fort Moresby on 7 July 1943.

General Kenney’s Plan for the Northwest Area Command (Quoted from Appendix I)

To oppose this Jap ring, which stretches from Timor to Rabaul, and leaving the Solomons
to South Pacific forces, | can muster from the R.A.A.F. and the 5™ Air Force combined about
700 combat aircraft (counting everything that can be used legitimately in a shooting war), which
must be spread from Darwin to Horn Island, to Port Moresby, to Milne Bay and around to

Dobodura.

With the increased Jap attention to the area between Timor and the west coast of New
Guinea I have already found it necessary to station one squadron of B.24’s in the Darwin area for
reconnaissance and bombing of shipping and aerodromes. | cannot overlook the possibility of
Jap attempts to put in a string of aerodromes along the New Guinea west coast and even the
seizure of Merauke, where a good dry season aerodrome already exists. | believe such a move is
contemplated by the Nips to forestall any attempt by us to work up the coast from Merauke,
establish air bases and bomb his installations and shipping along the Tarakan-Wewak line, which
are now out of range of a bomber with full load. 1’d like to do it if | had the bombers to spare.
Accordingly I have to constantly survey all likely spots from Merauke to the northwest and crack
down on any construction that starts. If the Jap occupied Merauke he would be a constant thorn
in my side, as he would be right on the Torres Strait shipping lane and could easily raid every
aerodrome from Horn Island to Cooktown and around to Port Moresby itself. The place is
weakly held by a volunteer Dutch company and the Australians do not seem to have any troops

to spare to reinforce the garrison.



What is really needed is sufficient heavy bomber strength to keep pounding Jap bases and
shipping in the Timor — Ambon — west coast of New Guinea area and at the same time hammer
at the same targets in New Britain and New Ireland. One force to keep the enemy from the
Darwin area; the other to help us forward in the New Guinea theatre and help SOPAC in the
Solomons. A seizure of Darwin by the Nip would be bad news. While it may not seem to be a
vital point for the defence of Australia, its loss would deprive us of all our advanced bases for
the eventual operations toward Timor as well as the area from which a lot of our essential
reconnaissance flights are carried out. From Darwin the Jap would dominate the whole north
coast of Australia. It would be the devil of a job to oust the Nips if they ever got a foothold there
on account of the lack of communications to get at them. | need to maintain a heavy group in the
Darwin area all the time with facilities available to throw a second group into the picture at any
time from the Moresby area where three groups would be stationed permanently. As soon as we
clean up the Lae/Madang/Cape Gloucester (New Britain) area, | want to develop Merauke as a

bomber base. Then we would be set to go forward. [See Appendix 1]

General Kenney’s First Trip to Washington

Major General George H. Kenney was given command of the Allied Air Forces in the
Southwest Pacific Area on 7 August 1942, and formed the 5™ Air Force on 3 September 1942.

He was commander of both since the Allied Air Force was the 5 Air Force plus the RAAF.

He was called to Washington to report to General Arnold and the Joint Chiefs of Staff on
4 March 1943, and arrived in Washington on 10 March. In the meantime, the Battle of the
Bismarck Sea had occurred on 2-4 March. This success obviously had a great influence on the

succeeding negotiations.

The conferees listened to Kenney’s plan to move west and north along the East New
Guinea coast, capture Lae, and then continue on, seizing both sides of the vital Vitiaz Straits.
When the South Pacific (SOPAC) forces had advanced north through the Solomon Islands and
had gained control of Bougainville Island, both the South and South West Pacific forces would

then be in a position to make a two-pronged attack to capture Rabaul. (Reference 2)



This was before the strategy of bypassing Japanese strongholds was developed. He

stated in his biography:

“On March 17, | was invited to pay a visit to the White House. | talked for some time
with President Roosevelt, who wanted to hear the whole story of the war in our theater in detail
as well as a blow-by-blow description of the Bismarck Sea Battle. | found the President
surprisingly familiar with the geography of the Pacific, which made it quite easy to talk with him
about the war out there. He wanted to know how | was making out on getting airplanes. 1 told
him that so far my chances didn’t look very good. When he asked why, | said that among other
reasons given me was that he had made so many commitments elsewhere that there were no
planes left to give me. The President laughed and said he guessed he’d have to look into the
matter and see if a few couldn’t be found somewhere that might be sent me. He said that if

anybody was a winner, he should be given a chance to keep on winning.” (Reference 2)

“Arnold called me to his office on the 22" and told me that he had gone over the whole
picture and had squeezed everything dry to give me some help. He said | was to get a new
heavy-bombardment group, two and a half medium groups, and three more fighter groups. One
of these fighter groups would be equipped with P-47s, which no one else wanted. | said 1’d take
them. The other two fighter groups would have to be manned by me. Hap said he would give
me P-38s to equip it if I could furnish the pilots and the mechanics. 1 said to give me the planes
and 1’d find the men if | had to dissolve my own headquarters staff to get the people to fly them.
He also promised me another troop-carrier group of fifty-two C-47s, some depot and service
outfits, and other odds and ends to balance the organization. Altogether it looked as though, by
the end of 1943, I’d have about five hundred more aircraft than | had when I left Australia.”
(Reference 2)

The 380™ as the next B-24 outfit in line was the one noted. He returned to Australia on 6
April 1943.
Appendix Il is General Arnold’s reply to General Kenney’s letter and their meetings.

In the meantime the bureaucratic machine was turning out the necessary stream of

memoranda and orders to send the 380" to England as noted in the Table Al and accompanying



extracts of memos and orders (Appendix Il1). Note that Shipment 2618 is definitely for the

United Kingdom and the European Theatre of Operations.

TABLE Al
CHRONOLOGY OF THE BUREAUCRATIC MESSAGES

1. | Mid January 1943 380" First Listed on Deployment Schedule for Shipment to
United Kingdom

2. | OPD 370.5 Gr Brit (3-15-43) Notice of Movement of 380" to
United Kingdom

3. | OPD 370.5 (3-24-43) Movement Orders, Shipment No. 2618, 380" and Others to
United Kingdom

The chronology of the necessary stream of memos and orders to reverse this situation are
shown next in Table A2. The actual orders are given in the several documents of Appendix 1l
and the letter of Appendix IV. It is interesting that the first action taken was to see that the
aircraft being prepared for the 380™ were properly modified. Table A3 and Appendix 111 show
that the War Department issued the first movement order for the 380" to Australia on 7 April
1943, superseding the one of 24 March 1943, to England. Second Air Force issued their version
on 10 April, with Lowery issuing final orders on 16 April. The air element of the 380" had been

officially notified under date of 14 April of this change.

It is to be assumed that there was a flurry of rumors before that with so important and
unexpected a change. The orders are Appendix V. The order of 24 March 1943, to Second Air
Force would have engendered a corresponding order by Second Air Force to Lowery Field and
on to the 380". Copies of the latter orders are not available, but succeeding documents bear
evidence of the existence and execution by the 380"™. The Air Detachment Orders are not

reproduced here.

This assignment of the 380" to Australia happened so fast that those in Australia did not
get their data right (318™ instead of 380™) — Appendix VI. Their arrival is announced by

Appendix VII, which also corrects the assigned number of the Group to 380 from 318.



Movement Orders for the Ground Staff are reproduced in Appendix VIII. The personal shipping

orders for all personnel have been obtained, but are not included here because of the bulk

involved. Their further orders to Northern Territory, Australia, are listed in Table A4 and in

Appendix IX.

TABLE A2

CHRONOLOGY OF THE REVERSAL OF THE EUROPEAN SHIPMENT
OF THE 380" TO AN AUSTRALIAN ONE

1. | 9/gc/3906
(March 27, 1943)

Change in destination of 380" group and resultant change in
modifications

2. | OPD 3705 Aus
(3-30-43)

Movement of Air Force Units to the Southwest Pacific Area

3. | OPD 370.5 Gr Brit (3-15-43)
Letter 3-30-43

Movement of Units to the UK (Deletion of 380" and 345™)

4. | Memorandum, Mar. 29, 1943

Diversion of Bombardment Group (Note reference on second
page to General Arnold)

5. | OPD 370.5 (3-30-43) changing
document of (3-05-43)

Movement of Units to the United Kingdom deleted
Please note handwritten responses at bottom of the page

6. | OPD 370.5 Aus (3-30-43)

Diversion of Bombardment Group

7. | Headquarters, Fifth Air Force

Announcement of Allocation of 318" Bomb Group (sic)

TABLE A3

NOTIFICATION OF 380" OF DIVERSION OF OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENT

1. | WD 370.5 (4-7-43)
OB-S-E-M

Movement Orders, Shipment 2960, 380" to Australia

2. | 370.5 (E-3) April 10, 1943
Second Air Force

Movement Orders, Shipment 2960
Note statement concerning equipment already sent to New
York on second page

3. | Special Orders 102, Lowry Field,

Shipment 2960, Air Element — First Official Document to

April 16, 1943 Ground Element of 380™ Directly

4. | Telegram, Fifth Air Force, Announcing Arrival of 380" Aircraft and Correcting
April 23, 1943 Document 10

5. | Fifth Air Force, Troop Movement, Transfer from Sydney to Darwin of Ground Element
Directive 32

6. | General Arnold distribution of Letter | First notes of 380" in Dispatches

from General Kenney




TABLE A4
NOTIFICATION TO AIR DETACHMENT OF 380" -
DEPLOYMENT TO AUSTRALIA
(Not included in this text because of bulk)

1. | Letter of Instruction, Headquarters, Air Transport Command, Washington, D.C., March 2, 1943

2. | PAC Special Order 101, Headquarters, Topeka Army Air Base, Topeka, KS, April 12, 1943

Project 96054-R, Shipment 2960-P

Project 96082-R, Shipment 2960-R

Report CG, Hawaiian Department, Army Air Forces for further dispatch to destination

3. | Operations Order 273, Headquarters, 11™ Ferrying Group, Army Air Forces, Air Transport
Command, Hamilton Field, CA, April 14, 1943

TDN 31 P 432-01-02-03-07-08 A 0425-25

Also

Par 1, Opns Order 286, April 17, 1943, 11™ Ferrying Group

Par 1, Opns Order 293, April 21, 1943

Par 1, Opns Order 305, April 24, 1943

Par 2, Spec Ord 45, Hgs, 19 Ferrying Group, ATC, APO 953, April 26, 1943

An incomplete account of the 380" arrival in Northern Territory, Australia, in what is

believed to be Col. Brissey’s handwriting is included as Appendix X.

After the 380" arrived, the 43" converted to B-24s in the summer (Northern Hemisphere)
of 1943, going active in B-24s completely by September. The 22", originally a B-26 outfit,
converted to B-24s in the January 1944 period, thus giving the four B-24 groups we are all

familiar with.

General Kenney’s assessment of the 380™’s early capabilities is given in the message to
General Arnold, presented as Appendix XI. Note the comparison with the early missions of the
90™ Bomb Group.

The 319" Squadron of the 90" Bomb Group had been serving temporarily at Fenton since
early January 1943 and was to be replaced by the 380™ on permanent assignment to Northwest
Area Command as soon as the 380" became combat ready. This take-over occurred in early July
1943. In the meantime, the 529" and 531% Squadrons of the 380™ had been sent to New Guinea




to reinforce the 43" Bomb Group who was converting from B-17s to B-24s at that time (529”‘)
and to supplement the depleted 90" Bomb Group (531*) which had one squadron on temporary

duty at Fenton as noted above.

During the time at Fenton, all or part of the 380" was deployed to New Guinea to
supplement the forces there whenever major offensives occurred there. This involved three
different periods of duty, October and December 1943 and March 1944 for periods of up to one

month in length.

For the most part, however, the 380" operated out of the Fenton Area (July 1943 —
August 1944) and Darwin (August 1944 — March 1945). While at Fenton, the 380" also
operated out of strips at Manbulloo (100 miles southeast) or later from Long Strip (10 miles
northeast) for the 529" and 531% Squadrons. The Manbulloo Service was July — December
1943, and Long Strip from December 1943 — August 1944. All were together at Darwin.

The missions carried out during this Australian Service Period are covered in general in

Part V111 of this history and in PartsV, Books 1-4, for each individual aircraft.

These operations continued until February — March 1945 when the 380" was sent to
Murtha Strip, Mindoro Island, the Philippines, to take part in the operations there in completing

the Philippines Campaign and initiating operations against Formosa.

The Group had been named for inclusion in planned Operations against the Philippines
and the islands in between Australia and the Philippines, but many of these earlier planned
campaigns were cancelled as noted in Part B, and the 380" remained in Australia at Darwin until

February — March 1945 as noted above.
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PART B:

WHY WE MISSED THE MAJOR PART OF THE
PHILIPPINES CAMPAIGN

The first operational invasion action of Southwest Pacific Forces after the conquest of the
Vogelkopf (the Northwest peninsula of New Guinea) was the attack on Morotai Island, the
northeast corner island of the Halmaheras, which took place on 15 September 1944 under the
title of OPERATION INTERLUDE. This opened up the way to the Philippines as soon as

sufficient airfield capacity had been established on Morotai.

The overall Operational Plans for the Invasion of the Philippines (called the Musketeer
Plan) involved several separate sets of Operational Planning Documents, one for each of the
several operations in sequence.  The first of these were individually labeled as
GOSSIPMONGER, KING I, KING IlI, and KING 1l (Table B1) and were to be sequentially

carried out according to original planning.
They were as follows:

1. GOSSIPMONGER - To capture the Talaud Islands, midway between Morotai
and the Philippines and about 120 miles southeast of Mindanao, as a first step in
the capture of the Philippines. Scheduled originally for 15 October 1944.

(Reference 1)

2. KING | — To land at Sarangani, southwest of Davao, Mindanao, in order to
capture Davao as a base for further excursions in the Philippines. This was

originally scheduled for 15 November 1944. (Reference 1)

3. KING I — Misamis, Mindanao. Added later but considered to take place
between Sarangani and Leyte. Misamis is located on the northwest side of

Mindanao. Originally scheduled for 7 December 1944.

11



4. KING Il — The invasion of Leyte, one of the Visayan Islands in the central

Philippines, and originally scheduled for 20 December 1944,

TABLE B1
THE MUSKETEER PLAN
(THE ORIGINAL PLAN FOR CONTINGENT OPERATIONS)

Title Selected Landing Original Planned Date | Actual Date

GOSSIPMONGER | Talaud Islands 15 October 1944 Abandoned

KING-1 (K-1) Sarangani, Southern 15 November 1944 Abandoned
Mindinao

K-2 Leyte Island, Visayan 20 December 1944 20 October 1944
Group, Central Philippines

K-3 Misamis, Northwest 7 December 1944 Abandoned
Mindinao

LOVE-2 Aparri, Luzon 31 January 1944 Abandoned

LOVE-3 Mindoro 15 February 1945 15 December 1944

It is noted that the planning for GOSSIPMONGER specifically presented the 380™ Bomb
Group as a unit which would represent the heavy bomber component of that Operation. It is
noted that the bomber strip on Talaud Island was scheduled for completion on G+45, or 1
December 1944. The 380" was to be scheduled to occupy this strip immediately thereafter. This
was later reduced to G+25, or approximately 10 November 1944. Under these revised plans, the
22" Bomb Group would join the 380" on the 1 December 1944 date. Figures B1 and B2 show
the relationship of Talaud to neighboring islands and Figure B3 presents the plan for the airstrips

and other facilities on Talaud.
Figure B4 shows the location of the proposed Sarangani landing in the Davao area.

Likewise, the 90" was named for KING | and the 43 and the 22" specifically
mentioned for KING Il. The plans for KING IlI are not available.

12




Figure B1
The Location of Talaud Island
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Figure B2
The Location of Talaud Island
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Figure B3
Proposed Development of Talaud
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Figure B4: Map 1
Location of Sarangani in Southern Mindanao (Davao Area)
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Figure B4: Map 2
Location of Sarangani in Southern Mindanao (Davao Area)
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With the extensive guerilla movement in the Philippines (the uprising of the native
Filipinos against the Japanese), the U.S. had excellent intelligence of the disposition of Japanese
troops and their capabilities. From this information it was determined that GOSSIPMONGER,
KING I, and KING 11l would be unnecessary expenditures of our troops and resources and that
the Allies could directly invade Leyte and bypass those earlier considered. Thus these earlier

proposals were dropped and the Leyte Operation was advanced in time to 20 October 1944,

The important fact to note here is that when the planners decided to skip any particular
planned operation(s), they dropped all considerations expressed therein and accepted the full
details of the Operation selected, including all military units listed therein. Thus the bypassing
of GOSSIPMONGER left the 380" still in the Darwin area, and the dropping of KING 1 left the

90" on Biak Island until future planning picked them up again.

Therefore the 90" and 380" waited until the generation of Operation LOVE-3, originally
scheduled for 15 February 1945 for the invasion of Mindoro, but advanced to 15 December
1944, to be selected for inclusion there and their eventual shipment to Mindoro in February and
March 1945. The result of this was that both Groups arrived after the bulk of the Japanese Air
Forces’ ability to harass heavy bombers over the Philippines had been almost totally depleted.
Thus only a very few Philippines missions were carried out by these groups and the vast majority
of the 380™s missions from the Philippines were to Formosa and French Indochina, with a few
to China itself. (See Part V111 of this series.)

18
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APPENDIX I

Letter to Lt. General H.H. Arnold from Lt. General G.C. Kenney, 23 January 1943,

describing the situation existing in the Southwest Pacific Area.
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. Wy |3
Dear General Arnold, )( 3 ? ,,»_3,' o N Q—;ﬁﬂmmsw

While I know that you are doing what you can to keep
this show out here glive, I am going to give you the picture 2g5 it is
now, how it looks for the coming five months and a few recommendations,

f

I am getting a bit worried, as my strength is going
down all the time while the indcations are that the Jap not only
replaces his losses but is capable of easily reinforcing his air
strength to the point where I will meet serious trouble. During
November, for example, I received thirty-four combat aircraft and lost
fifty-five. In December I received thirty-seven and lost forty-eight.
From January lst to January 2lst inclusive we have received sixteen
fighters and lost twenty, received no 1light bombers and lost three,
received no medium bombers and lost eight, received two heavy bombers
and lost twelve. [These are figures coveringfreceipts and losses of

} t.heLﬁth Air Force only., R.A.AF. figures ar o = 7 |
X D221y looking over the records in this theatre % o v i

some curious figures. Among others, in May last year there were in
the U.S. Air Force in the Southwest Pacific Area:

363 fighters,

51 light bombers,

97 mediun bombers,
_48 heavy bombers .
559 .. Total combat aircraft.

Today the figures are:
321 fighters,
23 light bombers,
85 medium bombers
108 heavy bombers
537 .. Total combat aircraft.

_ W
(1)
Lieut.General H. H. Arnold, /on October 1lst....
Chief of Army Air Forees,
WASHINGTON. D.C.

= Tt
i% 3 2
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On October lst the total combat number was 536; on November lst
606; on December 1lst 589 and on January lst 580.

Hence my alarm if this process keeps up.

I want to emphasize all over again that if the
Air Force gets in trouble out here there is no estimafe of the
situation needed to tell you about the ground forces, They will

simply fold up.

We have good reason to believe that the Japs have
gotten the Borneo oil refineries at Tarakan going so that it is no
longer necessary to make the long fuel haul from Japan to Kavieng,
Rabaul and the Shortlands. To safeguard this shipping lane from
Borneo, the Nip has put in and is building a string of aerodromes
moving eastward across the north coast of New Guinea, from which his
fighters will convoy the surface vessels. Efman Island, Manokwari,
Moefhi, Babo (now in active use and just exterded to 5400 ft.),
Seroei (on Japen Island in Geelvink ‘Bay), Wakde Island (now under
active construction), Hollandia, Wewak, Madang, Finschhafen and
Cape Gloucester over on the western tip of New Britain, make up a
chain which certainly means something. The big increase of Jap air
and ground forces in Timor and the ocusting of the last of the Allied
forces there, the recent increase in air forces throughout the

.E.I,, the occupation and establishment of seaplane bases in the
Tenimber and Arce Islands and a lot-of attentidn to the west coast
of New Guinea all peint to a desire to safeguard the new supply
routes eastward from the N.E.I. and their recently developed sources
of raw materials to the New Britain/New Ireland/Solomons theatre.

The recent arrival of the C.G. 5th Division, a BpBClal landing outfit

show in this area sometime in the near future,

To oppose this Jap ring, whiéh stretches from Timor
to Rabaul, and leaving the Solomons to South Pacific forces, I can
muster from the R.A.A.F. and the 5th Air Force combined about 700
combat aircraft (counting everything that can be used legitimately .
in a shooting war), which must be spread from Darwin to Horn Island,

to Port Moresby, to Milne Bay and around to Dobodura.
ol

With the inereased Jap attention to the area between
Timor and the west coast of New Guinea I have already found it
necessary to station one squadron of B.24's im the Darwin area for
reconnaissance and bombing of shipping and aérodromes. - I cannot:

/overlook......

e
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overlook the possibility of Jap attempts to put in a: string of
aerodromes along the New Guinea west coast and even the seizure

of Merauke, where a good dry season aercdrome already exists. I
believe such a move is contemplated by the Nips to forestall any
attempt by us to work up the cecast from Merauke, establish air bases
and bomb his installations and shipping along the Tarakan-Wewak line,
which are now out of range of a bomber with full load. It*d like to do
it if I had the bombers to spare. Accordingly I have to constantly
survey all likely spots from Merauke to the northwest and crack down
on any construction that starts. If the Jap occupied Merauke he would
be a constant thorn in my side, as he would be right on the Torres Strait
shipping lane and could easily raid every aerodrome from Horn Island
to Cooktown and around to Port Moresby itself. The place is weakly
held by a volunteer Dutch company and the Australians do not secem to
have-any troops to spare to reinforce the garrison, '

What is really needed is sufficient heavy bomber

strength to keep pounding Jap bases and shipping in the Timor -
Ambon ~ west coast of New Guinea area and at the same time hammer

at the same targets in New Britain and New Ireland. One force to

keep the enemy from the Darwin area; the other to help us forward

in the New Guinea theatre and help Soupac in the Solomons. A

seizure of Darwin by the Nip would be bad news. While it may not

seem to be a vital point for the defence of Australia, its loss

would deprive us of all our advanced bases for the eventual operations
toward Timor as well as the area from which a lot of our essential
reconnaissance flights are carried out., From Darwin the Jap would
dominate the whole north coast of Australia, It would be the devil
of a job to oust the Nips if they ever got a foothold there on
account of the lack of communications to get at them., I need to
maintain a heavy group in the Darwin area all the time with facilities
available to throw a secona group into the picture at any time from
the Moresby area where three groups would be stationed permanently.
As soon as we clean up the Lae/Madang/Cape Gloueester (New Britain)
area, I want to develop Merauke as a bomber base. Then we would be

set to go forward, .

In the New Guinea/Bismark area the Jap has 250
aircraft, in the N.E.I, 288, in the mandated islands 321, in the Malaya/
Siam/Inde-China area 332, in the Philippines 57, in the Solomons 89
and ship-borne near Truk 160. Total 1497. His factory output is
believed to be around 1000 airplanes per month, including all types.

A significant fact is,that about two weeks ago we shot down over

100 airplanes in four days but the Nip replaced them all
in a week and at the same time increased his air strength at

/almest vivisan.,

SECRET S
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almost every N.E.I. base. If I lost a hundred airplanes in that
time, the only thing that would be replaced under six weeks would
be the Allied Air Force Commander.

The Jap certainly has geography in his favour
when it comes to replacing losses. Furthermore, he has only one
theatre to worry about. Burma and China fronts are both static.
Russia has her hands full and that Alaskan show of ours is merely
chicken feed. The Jap can ccncentrate a real air, army and navy
show in the Timor/Darwin area or the New Guinea area or in the
Solomons any time he feels like it and give us a real run for our
money. Everycne now agrees that air power is the one thing that can
halt him., I can give him, and have been giving him, a real argument
every time he moves but I have nc reserve if he repeats on me. He
can replace his losses in a day or two and start over again. I
cannot. A series of attacks might wear me down to a point where
I would lose the air control I now have over New Guinea and put me
and the rest of the show definitely behind the eight ball.

Here is a rough analysis of how I stand teday:-

HEAVY BOMBARDMENT y
On hand In sgdns. In depots en route

43rd Group Heavy Bombers (B.17) 55 34 21 3

Due to the hard service the B.17's of this group have had over the
past six months, we are maintaining about twenty constantly in depot
overhaul to get all B.1l7's back in shape and reduce attrition through
wear and tear to a minimum. The four squadrons of the L3rd Group -
will average at best nine planes each through February. Taking
expected attrition into account and assuming that the six reported en
route for the past two months finally do arrive, this Group will be
teduced to about twenty-four planes in the squadrons, with ten in

depot overhaul, by June 30th. At the present time, with fifty percent
of theplanes in daily combat commission and twenty-five percent of
these on reccnnaissance duty, this means a striking force from the
43rd Group of fourteen heavy bombers. By June 30th, unless the group
is brought up to strength, the group striking force will be nine

heavy bombers.
On hand In sgdns. In depots en route

90th Group Heavy Bombers (B.24) 60 37 23 12

This group is now progressively taking over the major proportion of

the heavy duty of bombardment and reccnnaissance in this theatre.
Monthly losses through June, 1943, will probably average about eight,
which is about the number you have promised me to take care of attrition.

/The maintenance........

SECRET
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The maintenance of the B.24 is proving a greater problem than
the maintenance of the B.1l7 and the squadron strengths will
probably average throughout that period about ten. With fifty
percent in daily combat commission and twenty-five percent on
reconnaissance, this gives the 90th Group a striking force of
fifteen heavy bombers. In other words, as far as our heavy
bomber strength is concerned, our meximum effort on.a single
mission is around twenty-nine bombers. A second mission could
be performed about twelve hours later by sixteen aircraft and
an emergency third mission in another twelve hours with about
ten, My heavy bombardment punch would then be zero for twenty-
four hours until the planes were put back in operating condition.
To be in a position to deliver even this small effort, I have
found it necessary to omit day bombing except in an emergency,
due to the fact that daylight operations do put many more planes
out of commission than the night operations.

To maintain the 90th Group and replace the
B.17's of the 43rd Group, I recommend that there be sent this
theatre thirty-five B.24's in February and twenty-five per month

thereafter through June, 1943.

MEDIUM BOMBARDNENT
38th Group (less two squadrons in Poppy) Medium Bombers (B.25)

On hand In sadns. In depots En route

27 19 8 I
13th and 90th
Squadrons of
3rd Group .. 28 21 7 -
TOTAL. . 55 LO 15 L

The 38th Group, less two squadrons, is short ten airplanes at
present and the two squadrons of the 3rd Group which are equipped
with B.25's modified to take eight forward fixed calibre fifty
guns and si rachute fragmentation bombs or heavy bombs for
gkip bombing lare short five planes, We are losing an average of
eight B.25's a month, so that the situation in regard to this type

is serious.
To completely equip the 38th Group less two squadrons
and the two squadrons of the 3rd Group now equipped with B.25's, and

allowing twenty-five percent excess for depot overhaul, fourteen B.25's
will be needed in February with a replacement rate of fourteen per

month thereafter,
3 Lot
,2% EC E% %}j gn /22nd Group.ss.. .
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22nd Group Medium Bombers (B.26):

On hand In sgdns. In depots en route
28 22 6 . 2

A1l B.26's of this group have been withdrawn from combat and are
being given complete overhaul, as they are in extremely bad shape
after six to eight months' combat work. The striking force of this
group is zero until some time in March at the very earliest,

Recommend that forty B.25's be sent out here immediate-

ly and that eight additidnal replacements per month be set up to
equip the group less one squadron with B.25's, the remaining squadron
to uge the B.26's which should last until June 30th, 1943, when they

will have to be replaced.

The total medium bombardment strength now available
daily for a single mission is about twenty-four. This will be increased,
when the B.26's come back from overhaul, to thirty-six - assuming that
attrition rates on the B.25 have been met meanwhile.

LIGHT BOMBARDMENT
3rd Group less two sgdns. (A.20A):
On hand In sgdns. In depots en route

26 23 3 16 being prepared
: for shipment.

The available A.20's have been reduced to the point where the 8th and
89th 8quadrons of the 3rd Group have been combined to operate what
amounts to one squadron. If the sixteen A,20A's now being prepared
for shipment arrive in February it will be possible to maintain cne
squadron of A.20's until June 30th. In the meantime, my light bomber
striking force is about fifteen planes,

Pending the re-equipment of the 3rd Group with A.25's,
which will probably not be completéd before September 1943, it is
recommended that two squadrons of the 3rd Group be brought up to stregth
with A.20's. This will mean the shipment of a total of nineteen in
February and ten per month through June.

FIGHTERS

8th, 35th and 49th Groups (P.39's, P.40's and P.38's):
On hand In sqdns. In depet en route
334 222 12 P.38's - 15 per month
’ P,39%s — 15 March, 15 May, 15 June

SECRET P.40's — 15 Aril, 15 May, 15 June.
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Present attrition rates indicate that the replacement schedule
will result in the following numbers on hand each month until

June, 1943: 4 _
February i 315 } e Grlons Aot T E &
March e 315
April . 330
’ “ay ve 345
June wia 360

The fighter picture from the standpoint of present
allotted organimations is satisfectory. In this comnection, however,
beginning February lst, the 8th Group has to be pulled back to the
mainland from Milne Bay to get rid of malaria. The medicos tell me
that at least eighty percent of the Group and about the same percent-
age of the 403rd Heavy Bombardment B.1l7 Squadron (also at Milne Bay)
have malaria and should be given treatment. Some of these men will be
found to have the malignanttype and cannot be safely returned to malar-
ial country. Those I cannot absorb in the Air Service Command will
have to be sent home,  When the 8th Fighter Group is cured (which
will take about six weeks) I will have to send the 35th Group back
to the mainland and then follow them later with the 49th. In other
words, I cannot depend on more than two-thirds of my fighters being
available for combat. In a few weeks we are moving fighters over
the range to Dobodura. What the malaria rate will be there I don't
know but from all I can learn it is likely to be as high as the rest

- of New Guinea. Five or six months is the limit of continuous field
. duty in this section of the world, regardless of the quantity of
quinine you take, Quinine does not prevent malaria; all it does is
prevent you from knowing you have it.

CARGO
Present figures are as follows:

374th Troop Carrier Group e 52 C.47's

317th Troop Carrier Group .. 19 C.47's,
7 C.49's,
3 C.39's,
10 C.60's,
2 1B.30's,
1 B.17C,
1 Bcl?Eo

Cne DC,2, two C.50's and three C.53's have been loaned

to the R.A.A.F. Transport Command in order to utilize their trained
crews. In addition, we have contracted with various Australian civil

/air lines........ @ ak
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air lines to maintain and operate for the 5th Air Force one DC.3,
one DC.5, five C.56's and two Lockheed 14's hauling our air freight
and passengers. These two batehes of equipment, like some of the
miscellanecus planes of the 317th Group, are all pretty old and
maintenance is extremely difficult on account of the number of
non-standard parts, non-standard engines and equipment, much of
which it is impossible to procure any longer.

I would like to get both groups of the 5th Air Force
equipped with the C.47 as soon as possible, with a replacement rate
of fifteen per month in order to have one type to maintain.

I would like to hire crews from the air lines to fly
the remaining cats and dogs now in the 317th Group, or lend them to
the R.A.A.F, to operate. The R.A,A,F, has a tough problem in air
supply of the Darwin sector that I constantly have to help out on.

As I told you when you were out here last fall, cargo
planes are essential to the maintenance of any real effort in this
theatre. As we advance in New Guinea, we will need them more and
more, Another group of fifty-two ought to be on the way to me now
for the next phase and still another group should follow it early
this summer.

SUMMARY

To summarize, here is what I need in February and the

replacement rate per month thereafter to keep the present 5th Air

Force organization going:-

B.24's .. 35 in February - 25 per month through June, 1943.
B.25's .. 54 in February - 22 per month through June, 1943.
A.20's ,. 19 in February - 10 per month through June, 1943.
C.47's . 33 in February -~ 15 per month through June, 1943. .

To take care of the military problem confronting me,
however, the notes I geve you out here last fall (with minor
additions) still hold true. They were as follows:-

4 Heavy Groups of four squadrons each, with twelve planes to the
squadron, requiring 250 heavy bombers in Australia
with a monthly replacement rate of 50.

4 Medium Groups of four squadrons each, .wit.h thirteen planes to the

squadron, requiring 275 medium bombers in Australia
with a monthly replacement rate of 55.

SECRET
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3 Light Groups of four squadrons each with eighteen planes to
the squadron, requiring 269 light bombers in Australia

with a monthly replacement rate of 5i.

6 Fighter Groups of four squadrons each with twenty-five planes to
the squadron, reguiring 788 fighters in Australia
with a monthly replacement rate of 157.

L Troop Carrier Groups of four squadrons each and thirteen planes to
the squadron, requiring 260 cargo planes in Australia
with a monthly replacement rate of 39.

These figures are all based on twenty-five percent
of the combat planes in Australia being continually in depot work
or overhaul.

A depot group is needed for each three tactical
groups and one service group for each tactical group. The four
squadron group is sound and saves overhead. The twelve plane
heavy bombardment squadron is not only sound administratively but
tactically also. It givés you a nine plane formation for the first
mission and six or more for the immediate follow-up. I don't like to
send out less than a six-plane formation, as that is the minimum for
a good defence against fighters and carries the minimum punch necessary
to take out most of our targets. When we have to mingle two squadrons
to get a six to nine plane formation it is not good. The squadren
techfilques vary, the show is not under its regular flight and squadran
leaders and results are generally painful. We have had some bad
experiences from mixing squadrons in the same formations and just don't

do it any more, :

By the way, Stratemeyer recently wrote a letter to
Don Wilson in which he said that he thought we were being done well
by because with two heavy bombardment groups we had one hundred and
twanty heavy bombers in Australia, whereas the number at eight per
squadron should only allow us seventy and so it looked like there was
a lot of gravy there, I hope that some new table of allotment is not
going to be used to shut me up. I have built all my tactics, training
of squadrons, operatinns, construction of aerodromes and everything
else on the twelve plane heavy bombardment squadron and right in the
middle of a war is no time to revise all this, . I told Don not to
worry, for I was quite sure you were not going to let us drop to any
seventy heavy bombers because of some table of allétment.

Now that the Papuan campaign is over, we are busy
planning the next phase. The next jump should be easier as we are
much smarter than the first time. This, of course, is assuming that

SECRET /you are........
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you are going to keep on giving me some airplanes. In the
meantime, Rabaul shipping and aerodromes in that vicinity are
the major daily targets, and these, together with an occasional
convoy or an attempt by the Nip to replace planes at Lae, keep us
on our toes. .

The boys are doing quite well by themselves, as
you can see from the enclosed charts, which I have posted each
month for my own amusement. If you are interested, I will keep
on sending them,

Sincerely,

.C. "KENNEY
Lieutenant General, U.
Commander.

SECRET
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In your higher staff revision of ideas from
time to time, has anyone brought up the possibility that the
quickest way to beat Hitler is to lick Japan'right away before
she gets too toughtand then go along with the Russians through
the back door into Germany? That front seems to be the only
vulnerable one Hitler has.

After North Aftrica is cleared out, an invasion
of the European continent looks to me like doing it the hard
way. It would seeam like a good thing then, with Suez safeguarded
and with Irag, Iran and India out of danger, to put some extra push
on Japan now, clear that opponent out of the way and free us to
really help Russia. As it is, while Russia seems to be doing a
marvellous job, the difficulty of helping her in a big way is
throwing most of the burden on the Russians, and I doubt whether
they can ever turn the trick alone. On the other hand, if Japan
is allowed 1943 to develop the resources of the territory she
now holds and harness the millions of hands under her control to
produce what she needs to fight this war, she is going to be
really tough. Suppose that it takes through 19L4 before we are
ready to go after Japan. By that time it is a sure thing that
we will do it all alone. Our allies will be so exhausted by
that time that they will be able to contribute little or nothing

to the effort.

A'big combined show launched as soon as possible,
smashing west from New Guinea and the Solomons and east through
Burma, would separate Japan from her vital materials and especially oil,
clear the Burma Road, put China back into the war, get back the
Philippines, give us basis from which to bomb Japan and ensure
cleansing the Pacific Ocean in the shortest possible time, Maybe
Russia would come in against Japan and help in the fairly early

stages.

Hitler may be skidding, but I cannot help but
remember that we conquered Germany the last time only by starving
her out. She won't starve this time. If we wait for the blood
toll to bring her to her knees, we are talking in terms of years.

In the meantime we and ocur Allies will take a terrible blood-
letting in Europe that will count heavily against us when we

finally get around to licking the Jap — who will be getting stronger
every day that we allow hig to hold the rich empire he has ‘already

seized,

This may be heresy, but it is the way it looks from

SECRET .
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1. Bcrswith suggested rap].y to Genars]. Eenney's letter.

AL oL e !L'hiu letter:"‘-heerparatn tha information that Goncral Btnhneyer
by 35&_3 dated mgh 27, 1943, subject: "Commitments made to Gonoral Eenney,*
- dirested ne ulod in a Iettor to- Gonora:l. lcnney. R

: m&;{;&aﬂon n:f airplms

074 5 umaon :
A Brigad.ior Gouerl.l, Us 5. Ae

/

Agsigtant Chief of Air Staff, Plans

¥ IM].I. % ‘:'
“Ltr fr Gon Kennoy (n/e)
"Ltr to Gen Kenney (added)
4 Charts withdrawn by Gen. Arnold
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- 2 Squadrens in 2nd quarter, 1943

im0

/G troups » l-1/2 Grovpe in Rud gquarters 1 Grovp in
3rd quarter, 1943
Pheto -Prmﬁ unis tn:;:sbnnttolarmh

3rd quurter,
mumw ~ 1 Group in 3rd quarter, 1943
A11 Hesyy Bomb Groups to be at mew ¥/0 strength. mmuw

| A-uas

| A-zias

Intel, §.

| A-3/A3

[ A-a/as
Plans/AS

| Insp/AS

Mil, Req,

Group to depart ¥s S. in May, 1943,

A. Def.
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.ﬂt'__ __,;wrwumubeunaummmmww
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The Nedium Bonbaréisent unite sllotted you by the Joint Chiede of
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Phulu. M&C

. Insp.

mmmmamwm,mzbeozma-!sw :

The additional Fighter Groups mmﬁumﬁuumm
(1) 4in Mey, the remaining two {2) in early priovity with, if possib)
one (1) i{n June snd the remsining one (1) £n Auguet

| Pub. Rel.
‘| Dir, Pers. :
Mil. Pers.

A1L B~D4, P25, snd 220 alrplanes di tmwwmmfﬂ; !
2, P25, pls epe abhogfhu 72/ e

anw”& will lzave without
your agrecwsnt with the Fateriel Command. Required wEr
mm w1l be shipped in all cases where mﬁuum

; Cir. Pers.

nmaumrmnmmmwmm

and as figuretl by G-2), compared with the sdditiomal forees
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Sest wishes for your contimied suecess.

fiinoerely yours, | Iﬁrﬁ.s

Sgd. H, H, Arnold ) T

Boui;_,

H. H. ARNOLD, il
General, U, S. Army, | GrBup.
Commanding General, Army tir Forces, [L——'—

War Q&M

I"EN

Tech. 8.

Cumm. ¢

;‘ff‘; R ":, £ Weather
L R T ) D
i 2 Traffic

N Photo. M&C

Tech. Insp.
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Dir. Pers.

Mil. Pers.
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Org. P1.

Stat. Pl

~ Leg. PL.
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APPENDIX IIT

Initial Order to Send the 380" Bomb Group to England for Duty with the Eighth Air Force
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uu\..urm..u.’a; Ak LF

Awhority | . !i {HOHZ
B)Q_LI\ARA Date '2/5,«5‘2

A dlar i

Lo

oPD 370.5/0T (3/24/43) ; OPD ,

.

Commandant Army Alr Ferces School of Applied Tactics,
Second kir Force,

Third 2ir Force,

Weatern Defense Command,

Eastem Defense (ommand,

Ar Bervice Command,

New York Port of Emparkation,

Boston Port of Rubarkation,

s Hew York Air Service Port Ares Command, Newark, N.J.,
{}h:l.e.{' of Treceportation, Army Service Fcrcea,,

Chiefa of al}. Supply Services -

YIEHORANDUE FOR THE ADJUTANT CGENERAL:

Subject: Hovement Orders, Shipment Fo., 2618.
The Chief of Staff directs:

I. That instructions be issuved the

L

-

GAOCOOAOan
Q“Q Qﬂﬂ)‘ o £ G )

by the mest am_gitmmz cmfiden‘t-l&l means of commnicetion available
substantially as fo...}.ms,

© 1. It 1s desired that you teke without dslay the sction for
which you are respensible Lo prspare for foreign service and Lo move
the units listed below and equipment accompenying them to the Hew York
Port of Exnbarkatien and to move other equipment end suppliss to the
New York Port, of Embarkation, the Boston Port of Fubarkation or New
York Alr Servide Port Ares Commnant (Hewsrk Intransit Depot), {fer fur-
ther movement by water tranaportation) sy d;ir,ectsd by the chs__mgg_c;_igs
Geperal, New York Port of Fambarkation. .

Code : Rgency 1o _
Unit . Designation  Statden Issue Move~  Strengtl t/0
. _. (Shipment Bo) ment Orders Off WO F
351st Bouwb Gp {H) . Gowen Fleld, €6, Second 66 1109 1=112
{less Flight Echelon) Boise, Idsho ilr Porce {71-42)
‘(Shipments 2618-F,C, (#4B; Puebls; (164)(1) (239) o-1(8-15-42)
H, I, ) ‘Colo. {Tenp) Ce2( P TLrl )
Hg 2618-4 C~3{1-25-143)
TION
gD sONNe )
- SECRET -
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Az;ﬂ;hoﬁ'ty”'{'t;\} : 0”2 . ‘.

2 ERORET

Byf{ NARA Date_12/6/62 - %@Rmm

i ; Gode ' gency to - y
Unit Pesignatiion Station . Iseue Moye- T T/0

i _{Shipment Ho) = . mEnt Opdovs of T HO Y RS
508th Bomb Sq (H)  2618+B  Gowea Field, G G, Secend ' 1-117

: ' Boise, Idaho kir Force (7w1mli2)

(AAB, Pueblo, C-1{8-8-42}

Colo, (Temp) C-2{1~2543)

509h Bomb 8q (H)  2618-C # " w

510th Bomb Sq (H)  2618-D " # B "
511tk Bomb Sq (H)  2618-E W W Sy "
379th Bomb Gp (H) Geigey Field, # .62 7 %1 1133

%lssé Flight Peh) Spokane, Wash, (162)(1)  (=215)

Shipments 2618,P, {Temp. AAB, Sioux .

?,8,T;V) City, Ia.)

And less Adv. Det,

Hy 2é18K i (&) 1-112,(7-1-4
Cul (8-15w42
0e2( §w21-42)
C~3(1~25-13)

524th Bomb Sq (H) ~ 2618-L " v s 1117( Plet2

211 " =1 (8-8-12)

| N ST 0+2(1-25-43)

525¢h Bomb Sq (H)  2618-M " " i:i'_ﬂjﬁ, "

T 153 i
526th Bomb 8q (H)  2618-N u v zi? 25 .
o ' TS .
527th Bomb 8g (H) . 2618-0 R " zF & W
380th Bomb Gp (H) Davis-Monthan L8 58 1 11%

(less Fiight Beh) Field, Tucson, {166) (212)

{mmtﬂ 2&1&"‘”, Ariz, (m‘

6@, HE,11,JJ) Lowry Field,

knd Less Adv. Dek, Denver, Colo.) - (&)

He 261844 " 30312( P-142]
C-1(8-15-42)
c--:af%.-a—aag

. 0=3(1=25eh3)
528th Bomb Sq (H)  2616-BB ® " 1-117(7-1-12]
= Cel (B-8-42)
‘ Ce2 (1425443
529th Bomb Sg (i) 261;8;-80 “ * ®
530th Bomb Sq (H)  2618-DD " » "
| 53leb Bomb Sq (H)  2618-ER n "

et e
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i Asthority, )N HOl12 A
!Byﬁnma Date mggaz ; MET
Codo ; Ageney to
it i)aaigpatiéﬂ Station = Issue Eow- w '.rfc
52nd Figh'ser Gontrol. zsm--gx m, Orlands, Qm;nc}mt,m .24 2&2 #LL7
Sq © Ple, - School of Applied (12-11-42)
. Teetics
Hy & Hg &;, 20th 2618-LL  Macwill, Fldi, GG, Third 45 1 126 1-110-1
© Bomb ¥g - © Fla, Aiy Poree ) {11~21-42)
no_szm_m Co, (Awm) 2618-3 Robins Fld, ,‘ﬁsm- 0@, Alr Ser & 100 19-217
s _ ) ‘ ner Robins, Ga. vice Command (5-1-42)
1109tk P Co, (Awn) 2618-WM . a u 4. 100 n
1110th MP Co, (Awn) = 2618-00 . R Lo w0 e
1060th WP Co, (Avn)  2618-88 Diniel Fld., = ® L 100 @ w
' Augusta, Ga, '
1061st WP Co, {4wn) 2618<TT " ' " A 00
1062ad ¥P Co, (Awm)  2618-VV " ' " T, 10 oW
1063rd MP Co, (Avn)  2618-WH " oo & -0 W
'1064th ¥P Co, (Awa) 2618-YY Robins Field, " L 100 "
. _ Warner Robins;CGa. .
806th Gul Co Alr. 2618-AA% Hunter Field, " L - 130 3ehS7(Telebs
Opns (L) " Sayannah, Oa, - Gul {242«43)
#63th Cml Co Alr | 2618<BBB  AAB, Reno, Nev, » 4 130 - »
Opns (M) R : : .
§79th Gml Co Alr . 2618060 Herbert Smart " L . 1%, ®.
Opns {MEH) AP, Macon, Ga. ] : '
850th Engr Avn Bn 2618-D0D Hamwser Field,  0G, Fourth 3L 776 5-A15(k=1-4:
fremno, £slif.  Air Foree &1&7-31-;,2:
& | Gu2flalal2)
: &-3(9-25-42]
8513t Engr Ava BEn 2618-ERE Geiger Fld, €6, Second 3 776 w
) : i . Bpoksne, ¥ash, kir Force
862nd Engr Awn Bn DBLE-FFF A4AB, Richmond,Va, CG,First AF 31 776 »
55th Depet Supply Sq = 2618-00G Patberson md.,cqm Service 8 129 Ma :
Command Tablettits

* HYale Red Croas ¥orker.

#% Plus 3 D/F Teams —Col«20

43y Team ~Col,22
M }Eanning Table being prepsred by

2 Radie Re

Ohio

CG,A4F(Director, Base uﬂr?icﬂs) MGRET

Tétal Air Movement
Total Water Hovement

GRAND TOTAL
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Ax:'_horn:y O”l
B)%_NARA Date 12/§/02 i

. % e‘ Bst-&iled instmctima eancaming the preparation of
sach wnit in this movement order, as well as for the movement itseif,
are to be found in the following publications, It is highly essential
that the provisions of these publications be ‘t.noroughlyl wderstood
and :.mpliaiuy followed by 311 sonc:emed\: .

(1) 48'370.5 (1-16-43) Febriary 1, 19&3, subject:
_"Preparatim for Overseas Movement® {POM). _

.- (2) A6 370.5 {2~6-43) Fehrtmry 1, 1943, subject:
- #pdditional Preparation for Overseas Movement for AAF Units"{ ALR~POM),

(3) Let.ter, Headquarters Amy Ay Fnrces, file
370, 53 March 1€, 1943, subject: ¥instructions Applieable to

the *reperation of Overseas Hcvemmt Orders”,

b. Bxceptions to, and mdifications of, the above pube
1lcations applicable to this particular movement.are as followss

(1) Reference paragreph 5b(4) (POM), sdd the followingt

"Shoulder p&tﬁhss removed from uniforms prier '
to embarkation will be turned in te thit supply officer for safe-

keeping, ™
{ 2) Reference paragx‘aph 6e(6) (Pou)

Vacelnate against typhus fever.

-

3, This is a PERMUANENT chenge of station,

Ly Hovement to the Port will be made by mat,sr and/ur reil,
See E‘i De 011'6‘{11&(‘ 193! Jmﬂ 16’ 191*2; :

5, '(TAGE Please insert paragraph or refevence re mall address),
b, Direct communication is auhherisad..

9. Report to the ﬂmﬁmﬁng Ceneral, Am%r Ay Forces [AFRON),
© Washington; D; €., by telephone, TWX, or telegraph (HOT radie) time
and date of departure of units from home stations., Use Code Designation
' t and Leb ~ HOT unit designation (Hxample: #26184
aepmed sotor 12 Ap ogao Z" signed Smith), :

lothing, E ot : &mmm%-
t pa.r. g, 9, 1{3, 11 and 12 -frmz Tab

T 13. The Commanding Genersl of the lew York Port of Embarkation
will furnish the Commanding Genersl, Ammy Alr Forces, (Director of Pere
sonnel) with a roster of personnel b}" organization as of date of embare

- katien for foreim aorvlce, 5. s
14, Cozts of movements to ineluds aﬁvama detachments will

‘be charged to (TAGt Plesse insert eppropriate paregraph), {g (,g i

e
o SE BR T
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Asority WD 19002 BRCRET
Byﬁ”)_NARA Date llfé,_r 2 i,'

I, That yuu infﬂm the -

¢ G, Furopean Theater of Opns., Lanﬂon,

€ @, New York Port of Embarkation,.

C G, Boston Port of ¥mbarkstiom,

_ Chief of Transportation, Army Ssr?iee F‘oreses,

" Chief, Opns. & Plan. Sec,, Censorship Br.,G-2,
Chist Logisties Go., Qpns Pive; WeBuG.8, -

only, snd by M m eommmication as followst
1, The destination of Shipment 2618 ie UNITED XINGDOH, for
as,signment. to the Buropesn Theater of Operations.

2. ‘Oode gesignation (Exsmple: 2618-4) will be used in
lieu of destinstion and/or designetion of waits,

3+ The Comsanding General, Eu,rope&n Theater of Operations,
will report to this office when saiment 618 has been completed to
‘his commanda g of the mportancd. _

ks The Chiaf of Tz-@.nspert.atim, Remy Berviee Forces; will
make the necessary transportation svailable for &ipment 2618 and
eoordinate with all concerneds

85, The Commanding Qenersl, New York Port of Embarkation, and/
or Commanding General, Bosten Port of Emberkation will take all necessary
sotion to move &hipmmt w to overseas destination.

11X, That you inform the Station Commenders ¢cnverned; the Directer,
hrmy Postal Service (2 copies); the Commanding General, Hmr York Port
of Embarkation; and the Destination Cormander only and by gecret communi-
cation of the A, P, O, number and Postmaster addrees to be used for pere
sonnel of units lieted in this order in compliance with paragraph §,
'saﬂtim I -

IV, That the i’allm!ing be informed of Seetions of this directiv‘e
indicated below:

ied

i

2

I

o

H 1=
B e

AL

-

. Chief of Transportation, A, S, F.
C G Army Ar Forces
C &, Army Service Forces
€ @, Eastern Defense Command
€ G, ¥Western Defense Command
C Gy Alr Service Command
Comnandant Army Adr Force Schacl of Applied

' Tactics {? qj

o
¢ G, First &ir Porce %ngh ,u%-;t;m
b

BB b bl P B4 D [ f0
bl

A-24



QAJLherlry ;} I 230”2 : WT
B)HB_NARA Date 11/5;(& ’; ; '

FETTT—

SECTIONS
11 IIT

C &, Second Air Force

g G; Fourth Air Force

G G, Third Service {ommand

¢ @, Fourth Service Cammand

&4; TEffh Service Command

G G; Sevénth Seryice Gonmand

G 6, Ninth Service Comndmd.

C G, Toing ALr Forva.

g @ frew Tork . Aiy SBrviee Port Area Comhend
(&)

18
x
X
%
X
X
b
X
*
x
&, Boston Port. of Bumbsarialis X X i
,_ <Bort..e% Bxbarkation- x X .
EG, ": 'eran Thester of Operations, X X X
" {HOT to be shomn in dist-xﬁ.butim) '
Chief, Statfstics Branch, W.D.C.8, X
cmsm@tim Piv., in’iee Chief of Fngrs. X
Chiefe of sll Supply Services X
A1 Dive, & Directorstes of the Alr Stai‘f X
c}ﬂﬂf‘, Lﬁgi&t1§$ Gp-, ﬁ:pns- mvt, w! ‘a’ﬂ‘ X b 4
11 Divisions of the War Dept. Genersl Staff X
The Inspector General - X
&;(CIQ,E{S) X
Director, Ammy Postal Service X X
Fornish ¢ to each station commander listed ' o
in Par. 1 marked "For Information Oply® S 4
Chief, Opns: & Plan. Sec.,Censorship Br.,G-2 X X
MAR 24 A3 F" 4
THOS, T, HANDY,
‘Major General;

Assistent Chief of ‘Staffy

4 %i @'& r;‘ x
"1 1843 - H, I, HODES
vy, OPD . WDGS Colanel, Gv51Cr,

Chief, Troop Movements Section,
/;élnmasz
Tab &
‘Tab B
MIMORAKDOM FOR RECORD: |
+ Tab A contains information fumishﬂd by the 0 Gjl qlrwtir Fordes

Teb B contalns information submitted by the C G, s Service Forces
- Directive based on OPD 370.5 GrestBritian (3/15/43) dsted March, 15,
1943, Bubject: ¥ovement of Units to’thecUnited: Kingdom, it

- '+ SBCrRgp B3
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Authority, Llipa :
B}g’;_mmnau 127602 }
““ECTION TEKER: T Mimeo, 1tr., 3-25-43, to CG, Eastern & Western Defense Commands;
First, Second, Third & Fourth Air Forces; Air Service Command; N!PE
New Iork Air Serv:.ce Port Atea Command, vaark X.J: CO BPE
Commandant, AAF School of applied 'I'at:xcs, ¢/t & Cs/' §8, ASF, MIR/eji/klh
2B-939.

II Ditto ltr., 3-26-L3, to CG, Baropean Theater of Opars NYFOE: CC,
Boston Port of Fubarkation; c/ Transp, ASF.

IIT Ditto ltr., 3-26-L3, to CG, NYPOR; Furopean Theafer of Operations;
Station Commanders concerned; Director. Army Postal Service, 4GO.

IV Distribution, 3-26-43, MEB/Xep - 2B-939.
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APPENDIX IV

Change Directive Letters for Transferring the 380" Bomb Group to the

Southwest Pacific instead of the European Theatre out of England.

Note that the aircraft for the 380" are handled separately.
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Y N

oy MDY o)) 5 |
@Nmm;e [2//, : Cr .ned Routing-Information:- Fillin  -orm
‘ ' . Operations, Divigion %

SRCRET

3-30/2458"

ZHIS COFY OF ROUTLNG Fusy 10
WMMmmmsanb’rm

War Department Decimal Classification WE 0.5 Aua !3.33.;&3)

% Q91 Aug

x 091 Or Brit
% 321.19 AR
x 321.9%

a

G/

Subject: piversion of Bombardment Group.

Date3.jo.y3 Origin aap

Digesi: Nemc from Cf, AMF, 3-30-43, requesbts thal s dirsctiva be issued t¢ devert
the 380th Bosterdment Group (Heavy) from schedulsd movemen? to Utited Xivgdom in
Aprdd, 15h3 to movemant to Australie

in ¥ay, 19h3.

Action:
1. European Sectien deleting units from directive.
2. D/F to AAF advising of action teken.

SWFPA
EBuropean Section

To'

Asiatic -

t‘ L2 10
Latin A?’r%ric'un
Middle East - Cen. Africa

North American
/.ram}z g
Troop Movemeni%

Ligison
7 &

Theaters

g

Pacific

N

O
B e

D Materiel
0 o
(] combined Subjects
D- Strategy
D Current

iL.ogichs

D Stra reé_y &
~Policy

a

U

Comments:

Recommendation:

Date 3/30/9‘3 .

Dutem

Section Chi
. Group Chief

Concurrence !

Executi iy
[ % : ‘

[] peputy A c. of _Staff

[;I A.C. ofs®Taff
]

L
Raflfggj

l’MDispaEtcl"e
' )“_:1 File '

Eﬁspoich Desk

o/ de<,

Date March 30,
ry

Col :
b iend Action by
Signed.

1943 T

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICET1043 O - 517200
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thority

VEQI"

er? 17 |
ARA Bate_ |2,

BY #LTHI*thY QF THE |
GHIEF ut 1re ARMY AIR FORCEN |

DATE INITIALS | MAR 3 0 1043

MEMORANDUN FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF BTAI’I", OPERATIONS Bﬁlﬁlﬂﬂ,
WAR DEPARTHMENT GENERAL STAFF:

Subject: BDiversion of Bombardment Group.

1. Tt is recowmmended that the following diversion be aoe
ecomplished:
' &. Diversion of the 380th meardunt Group (Heavy) from
schednled movement to United Kingdom in April, 1943 te movement to
Augtralia in May, 1943,

b. piversion of the 345th Bomberdment Group {WMediwe) from
schaduled mov ement to United Kingdom in March and April, 1948 to
moverent to Australia in ¥ay, 1943.

2. It is requested that a directive be issued to effect the
above diveruloms.

For the Commanding General, Army Air Forecesi

ms! COOIlEY'
Gnlonsl, A.G.D.,
Aniatam Air Adjutant Genmeral.
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D EGLADDLL ML, §
Authorif)‘_w@.[—
By J NARA Dete _HJ.Z,QL Ef

sE@ﬁJEI Pragram Branch,. 0C &

T

REK:ej. 73085
of

S8, AR, o S, . AT B

5
g;c“-;l? ‘§' ;‘. e}

MEl'ﬁg‘FOP RECORD: This acticn is 1n1t135ed Lpon rect:.-lp'f. Qf an'R &R

f::famﬂl';irecfbor ‘'of Bombardment to- AFROR,: S’ubJeci:' Diyersion of Heavy:

; Fébm’bai*d-ment Group from UK:to kustralia,. dated. 3-29-43, which states

: tﬁ‘glt ‘e @irective fiom' Joint Chiefs.of Staff: .end also: General Arnold requests
b d;.v%;fs:.bns soft the anits..: Pa:ragraph 1b. above seays “United Kingdom

< in Mareh ‘and Kpril® because Airvechelon’ of 345%h ‘Bomb, Group-(M) was scheduled
g’m M’grch and fﬁrcm:m:: Eahelon @ ;{}roupms sehe,duled fo:; &pr " T

< SIGNATURE OF
RESPOMSTELE: OFFIcER

memnemm' /?{(_%h A e =

e S S N Y/ A W K1 5 | PO A Y 5
Y| Sy e fj"'"_ -

COORDIRATION

g A8

4 /Jw/@ ,:77_7” F

K

IQ‘; Hﬁ—l U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICL 1 1942
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Jwifect | Ghange in destination of 360th group and resultant change in modificati
!

War Organdsation & Movement, Aireraft Division(Atten: ¥aj- v 27y 1865,
- Bletoher) THRY 4-3, Asst. € of A/S. . ' it
Bombardnent - ol .
. 9/ee /3006
_ 1. It is requented that the medification For the 38 airplancs for the 3BGth b
bomb group — heavy ~ receive modification suitable for the Australimn Theatre, instesd
of the Bolero modification shich the airplanes for this group had been scheduled %o

2. The change in the desiinstion of this group is in accordence with directive
from Major Ceneral Siratemayer.

3¢ ﬁ"amwmamstmtmatmmﬁrm;

group have a8 yet been completsd and indicated as available for movement from modificabios
centers

B. L. EUBANK
Brig. General, U. 5. A.

0]’90--‘ \/-‘g‘u'

MAR 28 P.M.

SECRET
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DECLAtiblt'J.LUf E HEADQUARTERS ARMY A|R FORCES ST g
Authority . ) ZSIE i
By J§ NARA Date Yzloz ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET AT ‘H‘;/T 4

- bf.C:'mrra; Y ;/r‘;-;g

l. It is desired to,inform your offiece that subjeet Group comprisini; 38
- airplanes, project mbar‘?%, now at the modification center, Tuscon, Ef;ona,
; (Bst, date completion, April I8) has been diverted from United Kingdom, E 2 EHAR i
i Force, to the Australian theater, Fifth Air Force. e

E, Mg
2. In view of the above, immediate action must be taken to prowde 1% the aig-
" plane the following eguipment., A bef,
. ,

A a. SCR 535 IFF radio equipment.

v - —_— S i

2 b. Two leak proof bemb bay tanks instead of one.

ce SCR 622 VAF is a new requirement for Australia. No doubt, |Bhiszis 1
stalled in most of the subject airplanes. If this assumption is correci shoukd

for this project in those airplanes which do not now have the SCR 522 inBSaBleds—

5. The project number of this movement to the Fifth A_ir Force is P8US2; befpre

the change of theater assignment, the number wag as is indicated above.Wei:

Concurrences LERED R. MAXWELL,
Cormmunications Jr - dolonel, Air Corps,
Hovement and tions {3#’ Bombardment Branch.

RECE VEﬂ

| CLASSIFIED Fu_l Uy
salfi-ask

y

! [ suBJuECT:
' - Diversion of 380th Bomb. Group (H)
T
TO: Materiel Division s £
- Aa-Z/a I\-
FROM: <Bombardment Branch, Requirements Divisiom. C OMME N[ NO. _‘

remain installed in the airplanes having same. This item is classified|/as "desirdble"

FAGE l!-f 'l‘ 3-1109 ALl
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Orders Sending 380" to Southwest Pacific Area
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il SECRET

BY AUTHORITY CF A GODS &, OPD
GoL

WEE et s ss Sasia 1.-.-.559&--:«-

OPD GT0.5 Aus (3-350-43)
Maroh 30, 1543,

¥ENORANIUK FOR THE OOMZA¥DIW: (ENERAL, ARMY ATR FURCES,
COMBANDING GEFEPAL, ARNY SERVICE FO5CES:

Subject: Movemant of fir Forge Units to
the Soutbwest Pacifin Area.

The Chisf of Stelf ddrscte:

1.  Thet nsosssary ackicn o taken %o .grupu-e the units listed
below for service with the Fifth ASr Foros (australia) and to meove
them to the Port of Bebarkmtios dasignated by the Commppding Gemsral,
Army Service Forces ab the propsr diae.

UNITS SESPONSIBLE ROEECY

15@@(5? AT
1 Bomb Op {M AT

2.  Unite will move ek I/0 atrength and wxith T/BA vquipment.

3. Flight echelons of the wiits liated above will e dispatched
To deabimmtion by alr at she esrliest pracsticabls.date. Ground eche~
lena will ba proparsd to leare home aSations by April 29, 1843. Dis-
pateh of ground esheloms o desSinetion will bs by weter. Simultsne-
cus arrivel at destination of flight and ground echelons of thase
wnits is not reguired. :

4.  Uormanding Gemeral, Army Ssrvice Forose, wills

' 2. Inform those oomcsrned se to designatizn of the port.

b. Furnish trassporfstion for ths movement of the ground
achelong, ‘ .

5. lske the pyerseas moTemgnt bassed ou pricritias te hs
furzished separataly.

§. The above umits ars pek included in the list of units re-
quired for oversmas gerviwcs, projected =ix meaths inte the future,

o ? DDt Cpy
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OPD 370.5 Aus (3-~30-43)
Memo to CGs,AAF & ASF, 3-30-43 -~ Subj: Command of AF Units to the SWPA.

dated February 27, 1943, These units will be included in the new six
months projected list to be publlshea in the near future, under the
month of Epnil.

THOS. T. HANDY,
Major General,
Assistant Chief of Staff.
~ Jo By UPSTON
Brigadier General,
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD : Baputy Chlef, Theater Group, OFP, #.8.
1. This dire jjve implements movement of one Bomb Gp (H) and one
Bomb Gp (M) to SWPE ‘is in accordance with the approved new deployment
of Air Force Urits for this Theater.

2. CG, AAF has 1nd1cated that the units designated are the 380th
Bomb Gp (H) and the 345th Bomb Gp (M); AAF (Captaln Talbott - 71790)
states that flight echelons of heavy bombardmernt group sre ready to de-
part now, that flight echelons of medium bombardment group will -be ready
the latter part of April, thet ground echelons of both heavy and medium
bomb gps will be ready the latter part of April. AAF (Captain Talbott -
71790) concurs in the readiness date of April 20 for ground echelons;
this readiness date assigned in order to teke advantage of any additional
shipping that might become evailable late in April. These units are be-
ing given highest priority for movement in early May shipping.

“che

7-7205 WF AT R
PR 7 g et Gl

fﬂ%?ff

ot 6’ ¢ O-72/0 Sy ./ g
L r- TRA Gér}‘b"““‘&

Y eSS SECRET
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Foree oo gupyaa
uthority
ARA Datc

by,

MAR3 0 1842

L mbined Routing-Information-Filing fo-f
1 Operaw::sinn ; g; SEC RE I

War Department Decimal Classification:

CFD 370.5 Aus (3 30-43)
X 32eo 2 AUS

X3 w5 770
X327/ 9, SHEAF
X3y, /7 AAF
X2/ 7? A5F

-'/Q“pne‘f
I

Subject: Movement of Air Force Units to t’re

Date 3-30-43% Origin ORD & %‘_Q‘JQ é\_

Southwest Pacific Are&. \: “-\\N;E R& 9 & ﬁ§

Digest:

Action:
.and 1 Bomb Gp (M) to SWPA.

Memo to CG, AAF and CG, ASF - directive implementing movemt of 1 Bomb Gp (H)

Section : SWFA

D African-Middle Eastern
[] asiatic

D Eurog':ean

|:| Latin American

(] North American

(] pacific :
D Troop Movements

% Current 3
D Resources & Require.
O Trwpr A
D Combined Subjects

D Fu‘él::t;e Operations

D Strategy
[l ' . -
In O

}_E Theaters

Logistics

Strategy &
D Pc>ll<:y”r

Action bny Col Lgthrop D

.msndtch Desk

Wi/ Date 3-30-43

i z‘jﬂﬁaﬁ

Signed

] Comments:

Recommendation:

Section Chief r/ Date 3

Group Chief Dat

Concurrence:; = 5 \

: SRR T TN
Executive, OPD

]

mDi'spatch
Crine

SECRET
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SECRET

BY AUTHORITY CF A.COPE 8, OPD

GCL
Seeeriranseiurs ssshs  saeas 900, causes
Date Initials

OPD 370.5 Aus (3-30-43)
March 30, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES,
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARIMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Movement of Air Force Units to
the Southwest Pacific Area.

* The Chief of Staff directs:
1. That necessary action be taken to prepare the units listed

below for service with the Fifth Air Force (Australia) and to move
them to the Port of Embarkation designeted by the Commanding General,

© Army Service Forces at the proper time.

UNITS RESPONSIBLE AGENCY .

1 Bomb Gp (H) AAF
1 Bomb Gp () AAT

2. Units will move at T/0 strength and with T/BA equipment.

3. Flight echelons of the units listed above will be dispatched
to destination by air at the earliest practicable.date. Ground eche-
lons will be prepared to leave home stations by April 20, 1943. Dis-
patch of ground echelons to destination will be by water. Simultane-
ocus arrival at destination of flight end ground echelons of these
units is not required.

4., Commanding General, Army Service Forces, will:

a. Inform those concerned as to designation of the port.

b. Furnish trensportation for the movement of the ground

echelons.

c. Make the oversess movement based on priorities to be

. furnished separately.

b. The above units are not included in the list of units re-
quired for overseas service, projected six months into the future,

? D 2 Cf
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APPENDIX VI

Australian Headquarters Announcement of Assignment of
318"™ (380™) Bomb Group by the 5™ Air Force
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¢OF L. J‘tgﬁfi ’
% _ % Egmg?
FIFTH AIR FORCE
APD 925
a1 ‘
-9 Apr‘il, 1943,

o

SUBJECT: 318th Bomb Group (H)

Commanding General, Advanced Echelon, Fifth Air Force,
Aly Officer Commanding, H.A.A.F. Command, AJAF.
Commanding General, Alr Service.Command,

Commanding General, V Bomber Coemand, APO 929,

10

5

1. The 318th Bomb Group (H) has been sllocated for assignment to this
theaster, Informstion available at this time indicates:

as This group will be composed of 35 B~24 airplanes with combat
Orewse

be Delivery of airplanes and combat crews begins in April
at an vnknawn rate of delivery.

8o The ground echelon of this group is scheduled for ship-
ment in May which indicates that the middle of June is the earliest
thﬁ? cguld arrive in' the Southwest Paeiric Arez,

-4, Combat crews will need ordentation and training before
entering combag,

2. The following program for installation of this Group will be
effected:

&. The permanent station of the 318th Group 1s Fenton, Darwin
Area,

Bs The first errivals of airplanes and crews of the 318th Bomb
Gﬁ* up will be despatched by Headquarters Fifth Alr Force direct to Fenton,
a totel of twenbtyfour (24,) B-24's including those assigned the

Pomb Squadron sye stationed at Fenton, These airplanes and crews

’é’iﬂ be attached to the 319th Bomb Squadron now at Fenton.

s After completing a strength of 24 alrcraft at Fenton addition-
al e;lrp}anas and crews of the 318th CGroup arriving will be attached to
the 90th Bomb Group until that Group hes 36 B-24's in the Moresby Area,

@, After 9Cth Croup has received a cuota of 36 B-24's in the
Borspby Area additional crews of 318th Group arriving will be attached
to the 43rd Bormb Group until thet Group has a total of L8 alrplanes,

ﬂl- o
e e ]
R b

S LI et L b e
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es After 43rd Gmup has received a total of 48 airplanes
‘additional erews of theé 318th fGroup arriving will be atbtached to
Charters Towers pool, From thizs Pool they will be despstched to
mai:rtain the strengths indicated in above paragraphs,

f. Ths ground echelen of 318th Bomb Group will be
immediately despatched to Fenton upon arrival in this theater,

&. After ground echelon of 318th Bomb Group is established
at Feplon and one squadron of 318th Group at Fenton is ready for com-
bat then the 319th S8quadron will be returned to its permanent station
at ‘Pert Moresby. After the ground echelon of the 218th has become
established, as the remainder of 318th crews become ready for combat
they will he moved individually to Penton by the Commanding General,
¥ Bomber Command, ,

3¢ It is desired that the combat crews of the 318th on temporary
duty with other organizations retain their identity as members of the
318th Bomb Group,

: 4o For the purpose of supply and administration the 318th Bomb
Group Headguarters will be temporarily assigned to Fifth Air Porce
upon arrival of the alr echelon in this theater, Ite permenent
agsignment will be Fenton. The Headquarters of the individual
sguadrons of the Group will be picked up upon the arrival of the .
ground gchelon and permanently assigned to Penton, Therefors, in
ei‘ t, no sguadron organization will exiet until arrival of the

‘ d sehelon, Until such time as the ground erganization arrives
ﬂ_'._\rative channels concerning combat crews attached to 90th or
43rd Boms Groups for. training will be direct from those Bomb Groups
$e ¥V Bomber Cozmand,

For the Commanding General:

DONALD WILSCN,
Brigadier General, A.U.S.
Chief of Staff,

Information oopy: Commanding Gewral, USAFFE,
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APPENDIX VII

Arrival in Australia of Flight Crews
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Lieut wnt Colonel Miller.

5% naT 4

PREGEIY =

23 April, 1943,
ALB/imf

CORATAOVCN PIVE (A2P3AT) COMBLMOOM FIVE

THTPIAL INCHRMENT OF THHBE RIGHT ZARO BOMGK PAREN PRUVIOUSLY FEFEAEED TO AS

| M5 ETGHT GROUP PAKEN ARRIVED BRISBANE TWENTYTAO APRIL PD REFANEACH
INPIER SUBJECT THHES ONE BIGHT BOMGE NINE APKIL ADDRUSSED TG ADVON AND
BOMCOE COMGRRNING DISTEIBUTION OF THIS GROUP PAREN X4 - PAREN
IHSPACLIONS FOR ASSICRBMENT CONTAINED THRHEIN WILL BE mﬁm 0 Fp
ALL COEBAT AIBCRAIYT AND CRSAS +ILL BR PROCESSED THROUGH BONBLR HuPLACEMENT
GENTER GHARTERS TOAERS PD FIBST TWELVE AIRCHAFT YILL BE ASSICNED FENTON
PO YRR GROUP COMMANDER LIBUTENANT COLONEL MILLEX WILL PROCETD FENTOH |
TR mmmmm THEN REPORT TO BOMOON AS SOUH 45 PRACTICABLE PD
:ﬁ%émw ATRCRAPY IS THIRTYFIVE PLANES BETWEEN TWENTYSZOOND APRIL
D M HAY PD IN ADDITION THRES EXTRA ATRPLANES ASSIGNED THIS GROUP
mm OF THIRTYEIGHT PD GROUND ECHELON AT PORT OF EMBARKATION
DATE OF ARNIVAL UNKNOWN PD HEADIUAWINRS THREE EIGHT ZERO BOMCR BEING

TEHED THIS DATE TO BOMOCM WITH PERMANENT STATION FERTON UNDEH OPREATIONAL

PD :
RASFGAAFYIN ACCURDANGS oITH SUBJEGT LETTER S UADRON ORGANIZATIONS

g314 BOT BR ASSIGNED UNTIL ARRIVAL OF GROUND ECHELON PD RE.UBST NECESSARY
, N
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23 April, 1943,
REB/inf.,

-
FPIONS FROM BOMOOM TO BOMBUR REPLACEMINT CENTER PD COLONEL

MILERR PROCEEDING 7C CHARTERS TOWERS WITH COPIES OF THESE INSTRUCTIONS

BHBHTYFOUR APRIL

| GomasE

OFFISIAL

(Y W, SEUNUERS
Ileut, Celonel, é-il’ Corps,
Asting Adjutant Genersle.
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APPENDIX vIII

380" Movement Orders to Australia, Ground Staff
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Approved December 1, 19:

IMMEDIATE ACTION
" ETADQUARTERS SECOND AIR FORCE

Cffice of the Commanding General
. Fort George ¥Wright, Washington

B :
e WAR DEPARTMENT

REFER TO

370.5 (E-3) ' April 10, 1943,

SUBJECT: Movement Orders, Shipments 2960-K, L, M, N, and O,

jile] +  Commending Officer, Army Air Base, Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado.

1. ©Pursuent fto the zuthority contained in Confidential War Department
letter, file WD _370.5 (%7—45)“_9_3-5-12—_5{, subject: "Movement Orders, Shipment
29601, dated April 7, 1943, it 1s requested that you take the necessary action
andfor issue the necessary orders to prepare for foreign service and to move
the below listed organization and equipment accompanying it to the SAN FRAN-
CISCO PORT OF EMBARKATION (for further movement by water transportation), so
as to arrive at the time, date and place designated by the Commanding General,
San Francisco Port of Embarkation. The Commanding General, San Francisco
Port of FEmbarkation has already called for this shipment and the pertinent
information reference this call has been relayed to you.

CODE et =t T
DESIGNATION ' STRENGTE
UNIT (SEIP, W0,) FRESENT STATIOR  QFF \ W0 EM /0
*380th Bomb Gp (H) AAB, Lowry Fld, 56 [ 1 1140
##(Less F1t Ech) Denver, Colo. (172) (208)
(Last Perm Stas ——— e
AAB, Davis-Monthan 228 ( (34p
¥14, Tucson, Ariz.)
Hq 2960-K " - e p 1-112 (7-1-42)
22 C-1 (8-15-42)
St -2 (9-21-42)
I TEF C-% (1-25-43)
528th Bomb Sq (H) 2960-L " 1-117 (7-1-42)
o-1- anﬂ*«m)
¢-2 (1-25-43)
529th Bomb Sq (H) 2960-M " "
530th Bomb Sq (H)  2960-X " / LT
©53Lst Bomb Sq (H) 2960-0 " "
P-23
Q.M. C.Form 356 (2021d Form 403) - F - ] -

IMMEDIATE ACTION




bR

Lﬁ?iaq 2d A7, 370.5 (B-3) ' 4/10/43 - Cont'd

¥ This unit was previously assigned Shipment Nos, 2818-4A, BB, CC, DD
and EF, which have been rescinded and will not be further used in
connectlan with the movement of this unit,

¥ This Flight Tchelon will be dispatched by separate orders as Shipments
2960-F, R, S,T, and V. '

2., In issulng instructions and disseminating information to subordinate
echelons in connection with this order, the greatest care will be exercised to

onl rtinent portions.
/>x< 3. This is a PERMANENT change of station,

.4, The movement to the Port will be made by rail., See W.D. Circular
Yo. 193, June 16, 1942, as amended.

Be Di;ect communication, consistent with the classification of this order,
is euthorized and enjoined.

6. 2. Detalled instructions concerning the preparation and movement of
units are contained in the below listed publications, copies of which have been

furnished you. It i1s highly essentisl that the provisions of these pamphlets
be THOROUGELY UNDERSTOOD AND IMPLICITLY FOLLOWED by 21l concerned.

(1) AG 370.5 (1-16-43), Februery 1, 1943, Subject: "Preparation
for Overseas Movement" (POM).

(2) AG 370.5.(2-6-43), Febrmary 1, 1943, Subject: "Additional
Preperation for Overseas Movement for AAF Units" (AIR-POM).

b. Exceptions to or modifications of POM spplicable to this
particular movement are as follows!

(1) Add to parsgreph 5 b (4)

"Shoulder patches removed from uniforms vrior to embarlka~
tion will be turned in to the unit supply officer for safe keeping."

(2) Paragraphs 6 b (1) (2) and (b) may be deviated from at
the discretion of the Commanding Generals, Army Ground Forces, Army Air Forces,
Army Service Forces and Defense Commands, or other commanders designated by
he ‘War Department, under the provisions of Section II, Circular No. 79, War
Department, March 19, 1943, which states that, not more than 90 days in ad-
vance of contemplated "readiness date", such commanders mey direct the dls-
continuance of detachment or transfer from units of any persomnel, rezardless
of 'status with respect to any school, and, further, that these commanders may
suthorize discontinuance of scceptance and processing of 21l school applica-
tions within commands under their control.
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Lt#Hq 24 AP, 3705 (2-3) = O ° 4/10/43 - Cont'a

(3) In paregraph 6 b (1) (d) 3 insert "Enlisted" before

persomel and delete "general servicel.

(4) 434 paragraph 6 b (2) (e):

"O0fficers in attendance at general service, special ser-
vice or eivilian schools, if time permits, will complete courses and
rejoin their unit prior to its departure for a staging area or port of
embarkation. In cases where this procedure csnnot be followed, *Mthe
agency issulng the movement order" is responsible that the necessary
orders are lssued returning officers to their unit at such time es will
enable them to complete = maximum amount of the course of instruection
and still depart overseas with their unit."

* In this case, the Second Air Force.

7. Cost of transportation of troops and individuals, including the

shipment of things, will be governed by the provisions of Section II, Circular
206, ¥W,D,, 1942,

8L 1 tions on Clothing, Eaui nt, Sw tion.

a. Clothing (summer and winter) end individual equipment as

prescribed in Teble of Basic Allowances FNo, 21, January 7, 1943, excepnt that
the following items are anthorized as indicated:

0

L anteens will be plastic, stainless steel or aluminum

Blankets, wool, OD (2 only per individual)

Tents, shelter, half, w/rcpe and pole {1 per EM: 2 per O & VWO)

V/ Tent pins (5 per EM; "10 per 0 & WO)

b. Organizational equipment is anthorized for all units as pre-

seribed in Table of Basic Allowances No, 1, July 1, 1942, with three (2)
changes. e e

c. No other weapon will be substituted for carblnes, caliber .30,

o
&
l'ﬁ-'* m, " where the latter is prescribed in T/BA No. 1, July 1, 1942, with Chances
~ thereto.

L '

4. The following additional items are also authorlzed:

(1) Do be Obtained at Present Station:
\.//Covers, mattress (2 per individual)
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(2) To be Obtained at the Port:

V/lHeadnets (1 per individual)
v" Bars, mosquito (1 per individual)
)/ Glasses, sun (1 palr per individuals plus 50%
7 maintenance)
“" T/A heavy tentage
¥ Cots, canvas (1 per individual)
/" Protective clothing (see paragreph 10 a (1) below)

~

&. The following items are not authorized for this movement:

~— Tent stoves

X

f£. To Accompany the Units from Present Station!

(1) Clothing and equipment as prescribed in paragrsph 8 above
except that the following items willonot accormpany the units:

Items suthorized in paragrsph 8 d (2) above
General purpose motor vehicles (as listed in POH)
Heavy tentage as prescribed in T/BA

NOTE: Any orgenizational eguipment shipped by the
'380th Bomb Group to the New York or Boston Ports of Embarkation as
directed in Movement Crders, Shipment 2618, will not accompany the
unit. This equipment is being remariced and shipped to the San Fran-
cisco Port of Embarkation under instructions issmed separately to the
Commanding Generals, New York and Boston Ports of Embarkation.

S. Instructions Reference Shivments to the Port:

B To be Shivpped to the San Francisco Port of Embarkatient

NOTE: Any organizational supplies and equipment shipped by
‘the Chiefs of Supply Services for the 280th Bomb Group as directed in
“Movement Orders, Shipment 2618, respectively, to the New York and
Boston Ports of Embarkation are being remarked and shipped to the San
Francisco Port of Emberkstion. Letter, WD 370.5 (4-2-43) OB-S-E-
SPOPT-M, April 5, 1943, Subject: Amendment No, 1 to Movement Orders,
Shipment 2618, deleted the 380th Bomb Group from that Movement Order.

(1) ZIhe Chiefs of Supply Services will ship the following:

(Based on 90 days' Theater of Overations Maintenance,
and 30 days' Zone of Interlor Maintenance).

Pag3 T - g
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(2)

(3)

(z3) ' 4/10/43 - Cont'd

120 days' Class I supplies
120 days' Class II supplies
120 days' medicel and motor maintenance supplies end
spare parts
1
Note: Shipments of rations and maintenance supplies
will be limited by memorendum SPDDY 400 dated
December 3, 1942, and letter SPX 400 (2-19-43)
o OB-S-SPDDL-M dated February 20, 1543, subject:
5 T/BA Equipment and Maintensnce Supplies for

i ol Troops in
P will be divided into two lots of sixty
! (60) days each, Mark cedy 2060-QM-1 and 2, res-
ntenane

pectively. upplied will be
divided into two lots of sixty (60) days each,

riced: 2960-(sbbreviation)-1 and 2, respectively.

The Quartermester General will ship the following:
(a) 43 2960-QM-FOR ISSUE

Headnets (1 per individual)
Bars, mosquito (1 per 1ndiv1dual)
Glesees, sun (1 pair per individusl)

(b) Merked: 2980-(letter)-0OM

Cots, canvas (1 per individual)

Glasses, sun (1 pair per 2 individusls; for maintenance)

Heavy tentage as prescribed in T/BA

(¢) Marked: 2960-QM

Heavy tentage as prescribed in T/BA

The Chief of Ordnance will ship the following:

(2) Marked: 2960-ORDV-TAT

One month's supply of ammnition for all small arms
carried by ground echelon troops.

(b) Marked: 2960-ORDY

Five months! supply of ammunition for all small arms,
except those in airplanes)

A 52



I

e

Six months' supply of ammunition for mortars,
grenades and pyrotechnics
Four months' supply of ammunition for artillery
. Ay including AA weapons (less 37 MM AT guns)
i

{ Note: Individual boxes of ammunition need
. not be marked as above, except when
L shipped in less than carload lots.

(e) Marked: 2980-(letter)-ORD

General purpose motor vehicles (boxed where appli-
ceble) as listed in POM and as prescribed in
T/BA No. 1. Sedans will not be shipped.

4/10/43 ~ Cont'd

/ Twelve months'! supply of ammunitlon for 37 MH AT
guns

(4) Dhe Commanding General, Alr Service Command, will ship:

(a) Merked: 2960-AIR

Air Force technical supplies in accordance with
instructions issued separately by the Commanding

General, Alr Service Command,

b. Dates for Shivments.

3

¥

b, (1) Personnel and orgenizational impedimenta to accompany the
"~ units will be prepared by April 15, 1943 (readiness date) for movement from
present statlon to the San Francisco Port of Embarkation,

(2) Shipments by the Chiefs of Supply Services will De made
so.as to arrive at the San Francisco Port of Embarkation by April 20, 1943

(initial arrivel date).

&. Harking of Shipments.

(1) Shipments by or for a specific unit (except Signal equipment)

to the San Francisco Port of Embarkation will be marked as follows:

) *T0: FORT TRANS O

: -) OAELAND BRANCH
SAN FRANCISCO P of E
( OAKLAND, CALIF,
FOR:

P-23 : -6 =

2960-(enter letter as assizned in paragraph 1, asbove.)
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* Shipments marked "FOR ISSUE" will be addressed additionslly to the
proper port property officer,

(2) A1l orgenizational signal eouipment, whether shipped by
units or by depots, will be sddressed as above, bubt marked as follows:

FOR: 2960-(letter)-AIRSIG.

(3) Shipments of other equipment and supplies will be
addressed as above, with specific markings as prescribed in paragrsph 1 a,
above,
10. Addit 1 Instruetions Informati
2. e Commanding Gener San Francisco Port of Embarkation, will:

(1) FPurnish from port stocks and issue to each individual prior
to embarkation:

Minimum Individual Eguipment, Proteetive, as prescribed in
paragraph 4 a (1) of letter AG 420 (2-4-43) OB-S-SPOPP-M, February 8, 1943,
subject: Chemical Warfare Protective Clothing. This clothing is in addi-
tion to T/BA ellowances of unimpregnated clothing. Until May 1, 1943,
certain substitutions as outlined in paragraph 5 2 of the letter referred
to above may be made, Duplicate issue of eny ltem already prescribed in
appropriate T/BA's will not be made.

(2) Issue mosquito bars, heednets, and sun glasses to each
individual prior to embarkstion,

< (3) Load eboard transports one month's supply of smmmnition
,‘PC for gll small arms carried by troops so that it will be readily available to

troops during the voyage.

oV
{L;{pr”‘ (4) Furnish five days' rations, Type C, and two days' rations,
" 47 Type D, for each individuel in this shipment,
(0

_ (5) Report to the Commanding General, Army Service Forces,
. (Adjutant General), the time of arrival of the units at the port of embarkation.
b. Both summer and winter clothing will be needed during the voyage.

q _ g. Fach individual in this shipment will carry two covers, nrotective,
Y in hils gas mask carrier. -
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d. One months's supply of ammunition for small arms and the emer-
gency ratlons will be prepared for issue so that issue can be effected vrior
to debarkation over mender so desires. If no such desire is
indicated, the provisions of POM will apply for both rations and ammumnition

(see paragraph 15 ¢ (POM) ).

e. In addition to the items preseribed in paragraph 15 a (2) (v)
(POM), each individual in this shipment will have on his person or in barrack
bag "A" gt time of debarkation, complete equipment necessary for immediate
field service, including the followlng:

Tent, shelter half, w/rope, pole, and pins
Individusl messing equipment, complete

Two blankets, wool, OD

One field jacket or one flying jacket.

2. The Director, American Red Cross, has been authorized to ship
not to exceed 10 tons of Red Cross supplies, to the San Francisco Port of
Embarkation under instructions issued separately,

£. ZIEnlisted mechanics of combat units will carry aboard ship one
kit containing mechanies' tools only sufficient for operation at destination.

11, Instructions concerning mail, mail address, use of W.D., A.G.0,
Form No, 204, ete., are contained in Inclosure No. 3.

4 12. It is requested that copies of all travel orders involved be furnished
without delay as follows:

Beturns Section, Miscellaneous Division, AGO

- Army Air Forces, Director of War Organization and Movement
Army Air Forces, Director of Personnel

Commending CGeneral, Second Air Force

Postal Officer, San Francisco Port of Embarkation,

HopoKH
|

13. The Machine Records Unit servicing the present station and the
Machine Records Unit servicing the station of destination will both be noti-
fied of this movement.

14, It is requested that you report to the Commending General, Army Air
Porces (AFROM), Weshington, D.C., the Commanding General, 18th Replacement
Hing, and to this Headquarters, Attention: A-3, E-3, by confidential message,
‘time and date of deperture of this orgenization from its present station, In
"dasignating the unit affected, refer to shipment number only. Message sent to

‘this. Headquarters will indlcate that similar messages have been dispatched to
.-the -above listed Hesdquarters.

o ny Iy e,
S AN R *

P23
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15, An advance party consisting of liaison officer, billeting personnel
and supply officers 1s authorized to precede this movement to the Port vhen,
if and as called for by the Commanding General of the San Francisco Port of
Eobarkation,

. )

16. The Commanding Generzl, Ssn Francisco Port of Embarkation, has been
directed by the War Department to furnish the Commanding General, Army Air
Forces, (Attn: AFDOP), with a roster of personnel by organization as of date
of embarkation for forelgn service.

- 17.a. Recent War Department instructions on overseas movements reguire that
the Commanding General of the agency issuing the movement orders will cause
the commanding officer of the home station at which the Air Force units are
prepared for overseas duty to submit to the Commanding General, AAR (The Air
Insnector) and to the agency issuing the movement orders, at time of wunits!
departure from such station, a report in duplicate stating that the provisions
of this order, appropriate for accomplishment by that time, have bcen complied

with, except: (Indicate specifically and give reasons for noncommliance,) ."

b. Inasmuch as Army Air Base, Lowry Field, is not under the juris-
diction of the Second Air Force, 1t is requested thet you submit the above

prescribed report.
&(CL.M

JOHN M. DICK

{st, Lt.,, Air Corpg
Aty At ﬂ&(}ia thﬁrﬂ

For the Commanding General:

3 Inclosures:
Incl #1 ~ Preparation for Overseas Movement (POM)
(Fornished sddressee and CO, 380th Bomb Gp () only)

Incl #2 - Additionzl Preparation for Overseas Movement
for AAF Units (AIR-POM)(Furnished addressee and
€0, 380th Bomb Gp (H) only)

Incl #3 - APO Information (Furnished addressee snd
€0, 380th Bomb Gp (H) only)

(Distribution: See PageilO) /i* - ~ap myiwimy  po ergus o b

RRRRE -9
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DISTRIBUTION:
2-The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.
1-Returns Section, Mise, Div., AGO
30-0G, frmy Alr Forces (Air AG)
7-CG, Services of Supply
1-Proop Movement & Supply Section, Operstions
Division, S0S, Washington, D.C. .
1-Plans Division, Services of Supply (Movements Branch)
1-The Quartermaster General, YWashington, D.C.
1-Fhe Chief of Engineers, Washington, D.C.
1-The Chief of Chemicel Warfare, Washington, D.C.
l-The Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D.C.
1-The Surgeon General, Washington, D.C.
1-The Chief Signal Officer, Washington, D.C.
1-0ffice of Chief of Transportation, Traffic Control,
Passenger Branch, Pentagon Bldg., Arlington, Va., Attn:
Lt. Col. I. S, Morris (via Air Meil, Special Delivery)
1l-0G, Western Defense Command
2-0G, ¥Ninth Service Command
2~-0G, Bighth Service Command
) 1-0G, Ogden Air Depot Conirol Area
1-0@, Sacramento Air Depot Control Area
2-0G, ASC, Patterson Fld, Fairfield, Ohio
(vie Air Mail)
2-0G, ASC, Patterson Fld, Fairfield, Ohlo, Attn:
Intelligence Officer (via Air Mail)
2-0G, ASC, Patterson ¥F1ld, Fairfield, Ohio,
Attn: Chief Supply Div (via Air Mail)
2-0G, ASC, Patterson Fld, Fairfield, Ohilo,
Attn: Chlef Maint, Div, (via Alr Mail)
2-0G, ASC, Patterson Fld, Fairfield, Ohio
Attn: Overseas Br of AF Section
(vie Air Mail)

2-0G, ASC, Patterson Flad, Fairfield, Ohio 1-Liaison Officer, ASC
Attn; Toglsties & Publications Branch 1-Second AirfForce (The
(via Alr Mail) Inspector feneral)
2-CG, San Francisco P of E . 1-Second AF A-# Section
l-Port Air Officer, San Francisco P of E 1-Second AF MRU
1-C&, Sazn Francisco P of E, Attn: Postal Officer 1-CG, 18th Repl Wing
1-C%, Fourth Air Force 1-CG, 16th Bomb Wing
1-0G, II Bomber Command 1-C0, 380th B3 Gpn (H),
1-0ff in Charge, Storage & Issue Br, 0CSig0, Topeka, Kensas
5000 Wissahickon Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 1-C0, 380th EB Gp (H),
1-Signal Cff, Fld Services, ASC, Lowry Fld, Colo. (Attn:
Patterson Fld, Fairfield, Ohio . ] Actg Exec Off
) P=23 '
SR - 10 - o
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APPENDIX IX

Arrival in Northern Territory, Australia, of Flight Crews
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APPENDIX X

Orders to Northern Territory for Ground Staff
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THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED

i
- %d ; .
, SLCRET g

HE/DAUARTERS *° YR g

7 ) FIFTH /IR FORCE T

b e w0 925 . g .

, N ' t Y ; 20 .ay. 1%43.

; : . . SECKRET LB
. ll“h cc .
Jndt g5

Date 20 oy, 1943,
Ta00P OVILENT DIRECTIVE)
i e &

MU .._\plh---c--coo-blc.ozz)

1. The 380th Borb Group (H), (less /ir hehelon) is dirccted to prepore
for moveacnt from Sydney, Ner 3ocuth Woles, to Funton, Northern Territory.
Linredinte pruprration for this movement will be inausurated to imsurce the
proper equipage and ebility of the unit to move on further orders. o

2, Initiation of this movement will be effected by n US/FFE Adaministrotive
Truop Jovenent Dircetive, or by instructions from t.he Ccmnding Genural, Fifth
adr Foree, X

3. Upon rcocipt of furthcr instructidns, the cQ}wndw Officer of the
380th Bomb Group (H), 11l contret the Commending Generrl, Base Scction 7, for
the nceessary Instructions pertaining to this mowe,

Le This will be » permrnent chrnge oz station,

5.  Logistical Drtn, approxlmitet

Personnel Orzontzntional_boulpaert
56 ot 1350 Ship-tons
15,0 ¢ _ "300 Long tons

1140 E.L. ,

b. All organizotionsl equipment (execpt wehicles) apd tnirty (30) drys
of supplies will bc trkun, .

7. Tremsportetion wm be by mt;r.

8, The Commanding Offisecr of the 380th Bomb Group (H) Wl I'\-port %o
this Headquartcrs, "hAttention .-l Trensportotion®, time end date of dupﬂ-l‘t\lﬂ-
prior tolg:‘pﬂ.wc, tind tim mcl dtt.c ot alrr!.vu]. m.cdbta.ly upon_nrﬂval
delt-lnst 2

9 Ulu- report of ehnngr. lil.l b‘ Nbdﬂtd w thﬁ W Mlllm Regcords
gﬂ;‘gm” L), 3ree Scation Nou 3, (R0 923, S Segordance wsh Borageogh 16,
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APPENDIX X1

General Kenney’s Early Assessment of the 380" Performance
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L2
. Kennsy on the 5th Alr Force

J

|

} A«2 IN TGEN: =~ General Kuter 6/29/h3

;, General Giles 5
f .

AR AR

i BRI 7
By /NARA Date 2 /

Genbral Armold General Harper

The following is extracted from a letter which I have just received from

| General Kenney: . % P s2s
"The new 380th lgew to get
into action. one of the orews has bean
over half of

! out on missions with the $0th Group and
them have made one or more sorties on their owa.
They are not 80 good on bombing and they tend to
stray during bad weather and &t night but their guppe .
have been either fairly good or lucky and the shipe ® "< &fieccendfissn
are coming homa. On the night orlprilllthflﬁh e
sent one squadren of seven of them to bomb Vunakenge e
airdrome. Two made i, four turned back on accoupt TVt
of westhar and one, after bombing Goodenough T T
350 miles south of the target, has not shown wp ypt.
Fourteen planes from the $0th Group took off en thWn~awnee ‘
saue mission, sleven wade it, two had motor trovdle | Q
and one cams back on account of the weather. Howed@f,""<7ion

on its first mission the 90th Group lost three oyh of | N\

arget =N \0

twelve airplanes, and after one had resched the
the remaining nine landed on six different alrdvemsx. . |
from Mlne Bey to Townsville. On the night of April- .-'
1hth/15th five planes of the 380th Growp took offidene.. — |

bomb Lakunai sirdroms. They all got there, did & good. {

bombing job and then on the way back two of the WEoNNeL Ny
in broad daylight about fifty miles east of lorgsby ™K
vhere they decided to practice formation flyingj TRay !
rammed each other, Both planes were lost, ; ,

ware saved £rom one snd the crew of the other Af il A
listed as missing. They may have bailed out ey, INg

Jumetet >< 3 & 9\ O 7% & W, cOm, n,_;;,:;'l: %

Prepare suggested reply for me to make %o him, 3

;!

N

H. H. A

A
2

- g

ey SECRET
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