WE WENT TO WAR

Part X: The Background of Our Service,
Why We Were in the Southwest Pacific Area—APreview
Theodore J. Williams and Barbara Gotham

Introduction

We took to the Williamsburg Reunion, September 2003, the set of documents we had collected to show that
the 380" Bomb Group had been first scheduled to go to England to join the 8™ Air Force as soon as we finished
combat training at Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, in April 1943. Instead, the Group’s Orders were suddenly
changed and we joined the 5™ Air Force for our combat duty. These findings document that event.

At the Reunion, Tom Hunt and Jim Wright asked Ted Williams to write an abstract of the full story which
will appear in Part X: The Background of Our Service, and asked further that it be put in this issue of THE FLYING
CIRCUS. Hereitis.

The Situation Prevailing

The American Air Units that came out of the Philippines and Java Campaigns were woefully inadequate to
defend Australia from the expected Japanese onslaught, let alone try to recapture what was lost. In addition, the 7
Bomb Group, also in the Philippines, had been sent to India, leaving only the 19t for the heavy bomber component
in Australia at that time. They flew B-17s.

The 431, also with B-17s, arrived in Australia in March 1942. The 90, with B-24s, was sent to Hawaii in
September 1942 and on to Australia in October. The 19" returned to the States in December 1942, leaving only the
other two as the 5™ Air Force complement of heavy bombers then available.

“American air units in Australia and New Guinea were not to be organized into a separate U.S. air force
until September 1942, when General Kenney took command. Because the Australians were in a position to furnish
the communications and headquarters personnel the Americans lacked, an Allied command incorporating both
Australian and American units had seemed appropriate. The American planes were assigned late in May 1942 to the
operational control of the commanding general of the land forces of the Northern Territory and to the commander of
the New Guinea Force on the understanding that these ground commanders would not interfere with the control
exercised by air officers except in the event of an imminent attack.

Except for northeastern Australia, the RAAF assumed responsibility for the defense of the Australian
continent and, in addition, full responsibility for reconnaissance and bomber operations flown from the Darwin area
against Japanese bases in the Netherlands East Indies. The Fifth Air Force took over the full job in eastern
Australia and in Papua on New Guinea. The arrangement, of course, was not intended to be inflexible. RAAF
squadrons were attached to the Fifth Air Force and repeatedly participated in hits operations, while the Fifth
frequently furnished units to its ally on request.” ?

Until January 1943, this had involved occasional visits by the 19", 43, and 90" Groups for special
reconnaissance missions. In January elements of the 400" Squadron of the 90" were at Fenton for reconnaissance.
Elements of the 319" Squadron were to relieve them on January 21, but it was decided then that the whole 319t
Squadron would move to Fenton semi-permanently. They remained until relieved by the 380™. They returned to
Port Moresby on July 7, 1943.

General Kenney’s Plan for the Northwest Area Command:2

“To oppose the Jap ring, which stretches from Timor to Rabaul, and leaving the
Solomons to South Pacific forces, | can muster from the R.A.A.F. and the 5" Air Force combined
about 700 combat aircraft (counting everything that can be used legitimately in a shooting war),
which must be spread from Darwin to Horn Island, to Port Moresby, to Milne Bay and around to
Dobodura.

With the increased Jap attention to the area between Timor and the west coast of New
Guinea | have already found it necessary to station one squadron of B.24’s in the Darwin area for
reconnaissance and bombing of shipping and aerodromes. | cannot overlook the possibility of
Jap attempts to put in a string of aerodromes along the New Guinea west coast and even the
seizure of Merauke, where a good dry season aerodrome already exists. | believe such a move is
contemplated by the Nips to forestall any attempt by us to work up the coast from Merauke,
establish air bases and bomb his installations and shipping along the Tarakan-Wewak line, which
are now out of range of a bomber with full load. 1’d like to do it if | had the bombers to spare.

Accordingly | have to constantly survey all likely spots from Merauke to the northwest and crack
down on any construction that starts. If the Jap occupied Merauke he would be a constant thorn
in my side, as he would be right on the Torres Strait shipping lane and could easily raid every

aerodrome from Horn Island to Cooktown and around to Port Moresby itself. The place is weakly
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held by a volunteer Dutch company and the Australians do not seem to have any troops to spare
to reinforce the garrison.

What is really needed is sufficient heavy bomber strength to keep pounding Jap bases
and shipping in the Timor — Ambon — west coast of New Guinea area and at the same time hammer
at the same targets in New Britain and New Ireland. One force to keep the enemy from the Darwin
area; the other to help us forward in the New Guinea theatre and help Soupac in the Solomons. A
seizure of Darwin by the Nip would be bad news. While it may not seem to be a vital point for the
defence of Australia, its loss would deprive us of all our advanced bases for the eventual
operations toward Timor as well as the area from which a lot of our essential reconnaissance
flights are carried out. From Darwin the Jap would dominate the whole north coast of Australia. It
would be the devil of a job to oust the Nips if they ever got a foothold there on account of the
lack of communications to get at them. | need to maintain a heavy group in the Darwin area all the
time with facilities available to throw a second group into the picture at any time from the
Moresby area where three groups would be stationed permanently. As soon as we clean up the
Lae/Madang/Cape Gloucester (New Britain) area, | want to develop Merauke as a bomber base.
Then we would be set to go forward.”

General Kenney’s First Trip to Washington

Major General George H. Kenney was given command of the Allied Air Forces in the Southwest Pacific
Area on August 7, 1942, and formed the Fifth Air Force on September 3, 1942. He was commander of both since the
Allied Air Force was the 5™ Air Force plus the RAAF.

He was called to Washington to report to General Arnold and the Joint Chiefs of Staff on March 4, 1943,
and arrived in Washington on March 10- In the meantime the Battle of the Bismarck Sea had occurred on March 2-4.
This success obviously had a great influence on the succeeding negotiations.

“The conferees listened to our plan to move west and north along the New Guinea coast, capture
Lae, and then continue on, seizing both sides of the vital Vitiaz Straits. When the SOPAC forces

had advanced north through the Solomon Islands and had gained control of Bougainville Island,
we would then be in position to make a two-pronged attack to capture Rabaul.”

This was before the strategy of bypassing Japanese strongholds was developed.

“On March 17, 1 was invited to pay a visit to the White House. | talked for some time with
President Roosevelt, who wanted to hear the whole story of the war in our theater in detail as well
as a blow-by-blow description of the Bismarck Sea Battle. | found the President surprisingly
familiar with the geography of the Pacific, which made it quite easy to talk with him about the war
out there. He wanted to know how | was making out on getting airplanes. | told him that so far
my chances didn’t look very good. When he asked why, | said that among other reasons given
me was that he had made so many commitments elsewhere that there were no planes left to give
me. The President laughed and said he guessed he’d have to look into the matter and see if a few
couldn’t be found somewhere that might be sent me. He said that if anybody was a winner, he
should be given a chance to keep on winning. 3

Arnold called me to his office on the 22" and told me he had gone over the whole picture and had
squeezed everything dry to give me some help. He said | was to get a new heavy-bombardment
group, two and a half medium groups, and three more fighter groups. One of these fighter groups
would be equipped with P-47s, which no one else wanted. | said I’d take them. The other fighter
group would have to be manned by me. Hap said he would give me P-38s to equip it if | could
furnish the pilots and the mechanics. | said to give me the planes and 1’d find the men if | had to
dissolve my own headquarters staff to get the people to fly them. He also promised me another
troop-carrier group of fifty-two C-47s, some depot and service outfits, and other odds and ends to
balance the organization. Altogether it looked as though, by the end of 1943, I’d have about five
hundred more aircraft than | had when | left Australia.” 3

The 380™, as the next B-24 outfit in line, was the one noted. He returned to Australia on April 6, 1943.

In the meantime the bureaucratic machine was turning out the necessary stream of memoranda and orders
to send the 380" to England as noted in the attached list (Table I) and accompanying extracts of memos and orders.
Note that Shipment 2618 is definitely for the United Kingdom and the European Theatre of Operations.

The necessary stream of memos and orders to reverse this situation is shown next in Table Il. Itis
interesting that the first action taken was to see that the aircraft being prepared for the 380" were properly modified.
The actual official notification of our personnel is shown in Table I11. 1 would assume that there was a flurry of
rumors before that with so important and unexpected a change.
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After we arrived, the 43" converted to B-24s in the summer (Northern Hemisphere) of 1943, going active in
B-24s completely by September. The 22, originally a B-26 outfit, converted to B-24s in the January 1944 period,
thus giving the four B-24 groups we are all familiar with.

The first word the 380" had (except rumors) was obviously those orders shown next in Tables I11 and IV.
The order of March 24, 1943, to Second Air Force (Document 1) would have engendered a corresponding order by
Second Air Force to Lowery Field and on to the 380". Copies of the latter orders are not available, but Documents 2
and 3 bear evidence of the existence and execution by the 380". The Air Detachment Orders are not reproduced
here.

Table I11 shows that the War Department issued the first movement order for the 380" to Australia on April
7,1943, superseding the one of March 24, 1946, to England. Second Air Force issued their version on April 10, with
Lowery issuing final orders on April 16. The air element of the 380" had been officially notified under date of April
14 of this change.

Ted Williams has a great deal of information concerning the actual movement of both elements to Australia
which is much too bulky to include here. 1t will be included in Part X: The Background of Our Service, to the extent
possible.

Note the first official mention of the 380" in the dispatches in Document 15. Not too flattering but better
than the others as noted there.

We should all consider the fact that the 380" would probably have gone to Ploesti on the low-level raid in
August 1943 instead of the Balikpapan as we actually did. We can wonder what affect that would have had on
history — ours and the world’s.

(Footnotes)

1 Caver and Cate, The USAAF in World War I, Volume 5, Solomons to Okinawa.
2 Letter to Lt. Gen. H.H. Arnold, January 23, 1943.

3 Kenney, George H., GENERAL KENNEY REPORTS.

TABLEI
CHRONOLOGY OF THE BUREAUCRATIC MESSAGES

1 Mid January 1943 380" First Listed on Deployment Schedule for A copy of this is not
Shipment to United Kingdom available
2. OPD 370.5 Gr Brit (3-15-43) Notice of Movement of 380" to Copy not available
United Kingdom
3. OPD 370.5 (3-24-43) Movement Orders, Shipment No. 2618,380" and Document 1
Others to United Kingdom
4. Entrainment of the 380" Air Element Document 2
to Topeka, Kansas
5. Other 380" Actions to Prepare for Deployment Document 3
TABLEII
CHRONOLOGY OF THE REVERSAL OF THE EUROPEAN SHIPMENT OF THE 380" TOAN AUSTRALIAN ONE
1. 9/gc/3906 Change in destination of 380" group and resultant Document 4
(March 27, 1943) change in modifications
2. OPD 370.5 Aus Movement of Air Force Units to the Southwest Document 5
(3-30-43) Pacific Area
3. OPD 370.5 Gr Brit (3-15-43) Movement of Units to the UK (Deletion of 380" and  Document 6
Letter 3-30-43 345M)
4, Memorandum, Mar. 29, 1943 Diversion of Bombardment Group (Note reference Document 7

on second page to General Arnold)

5. OPD 370.5 (3-30-43) changing document  Movement of Units to the United Kingdom deleted Document 8

of (3-05-43) Please note handwritten responses at bottom of the
page
6. OPD 370.5 Aus (3-30-43) Diversion of Bombardment Group Document 9
7. Headquarters, Fifth Air Force Announcement of Allocation of 318" Bomb Group Document 10

(sic)
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QFD 570.5 Aus (3-30-43)
Mareh 30, 1543.

MENMORANDUN FUR THE COMEARDTING GFENERAL, ARMY ATR FORCES.
COMMANDING GERERAL, ARMY BERVICE PORCES:

gubject: Movemsnt of Air Force Undts o
the Seuthwest Pacifia Ares.

- Thm Chief of Steff directs:

1. That nepessary apkticn be taken to Drepars the units listed
helow for sarvice with the Fifth Air Force {iustralia) and to move
thest to the Port of Esbarkmtion designated by the Commending Gemsral,
Army Service Forces at the proper tizas.

THLITS RESPOHSIELE AGEHCT

i 1 Bomb Gp (H) RAF
1 Boamh Op (M) AAF

3. TUnite will move at I/0 strength snd with T,/BA equipment.

3. Flight echelons of The units listed sbove will be dispatched
to degtination by air at the earlisat practicsbls.date. OCround acha-
loms will be prepared to leave home sSetions by april 20, 1943. Dis-
patoh of ground eshelens To destinatian will be by watalrs Ginml tane-
sus arrivel at destination of flighnt and ground sshelong of these
units is not regaired.

4, Commsnding Gemerel, Army Service Forose, wills
a. Inferm those somcerned as t0 designation of the port.

b. Furnish trensporkation for the movement of the ground
schelons. '

g. Hake the oversess mavemant bagad cn prioritiea to be
furnished separataly.

5. The wbove units ars not inpluded iz the list of unita re-
quirsd for overseas service, projscies six monthe into the future,
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CPFD 570.5 Aus (B=30=43)
Memo to (05, ALF & ASF, 3-50-43 = Bubj: Command of AF Units to the 3FFA.

dpted Fabruery 27, 1943. These units will be inoludad in the new sif
menths prejested list to be published in the near futura, under the
month of £pril.

TH0g. T. HANDY,
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MEMORANDOM FOE RECORD: Baputy Chlef, Theater Group, QFP, €8
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Bomb Gp (M) to SWEA/Le in agoerdance with the approved new deployment
of Air Fores Units for this Theater.
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the latter part of April, thet ground mehelons of both heevy and medium
bombh gps Will be ready the latter part of hpril. AAF (Captain Talbobt -
717907 soncurs in the readiness date of April 20 for grousd achelons;
this readiness date assigmed in order to teke advantags of any edditionel
shipping that might become available late in April. Thess units are be-
ing given highest priorify for movemsnt in esrly May shipping.
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1. Diversios of 380th Bemb Op {:}mmmmnﬂn}n-mm

wmummnumummhm. dated March 30, 1943,
subject as above, is wpproved. 5

2., Meme OPD 570.5 Gr.Brit.(8-16-43) dated March 51, 1043, wubjects ]
mrﬂhnmmmmm-mmmurmmt
dirsative.

5. Mamc OFD 370.5 Aus {5-80-43) dated Mareh B3, 1043, subject: Novemamt iJF"’@
of Alr FPoroe Unite to Bouthwsst Fasific idrea, dirents movenant of thess und te
to SRFLA.

1 Imcl.
AAF Meme ta 0PD 3-30-43.
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; 9 Aprdl, 1943,
SUBJECT: 318th Beab Creup (H)
10 ¢ Commending Gensral, Advenced Echelon, Fifth Air Foroe,

Ay Officer Commanding, R.A.A.F. Command, A.AWF.
Commanding Jeneral, Ar Servies .Command,
Cosmanding General, V Bomber Command, AFOD 529,

F

1. The 318th Bomb Group (H) hes been 2llocated fer assigrment to this
theater, Information svailable at this time indipates:

8. This group will be composed of 35 B2 sirplanes with eambat
Cr'OWES.

b. Deliwvery of airplanes and combat crews beging in April
at an unkmown rate of dslivery,

£+ The ground echelon of this group is scheduled for ship-
mént in May which indicates that the middle of June is the earlisst
they could arrive in' the Southwest Pusific Ares.

de Combet orews will aeed orientation and training before
antaring combar,

2, The followlng program for installation of this Grogp willl be
H

The permanent stetion of the 318th Group is Penton,; Darwin

i

b. The first arrivals of airplanes and crewa of the 318th Bosb
will be despatched by Heedowarters Filth Adr Poree dlrect to FPenton,
& total of twembyfour (24) B-2i's including those sssigmed the
Bomb Squadren are stationed at Fenton. These airplenes and crews
be attached to the 319%th Bosbh Souadron now at Penton,

2. After coapleting & strength of 24, alrcreft at Fenton addition-
and erews of the 318th Group arriving will be attached to
F0th Bemb Group until that Orewp has 36 B-24's in the Moresby Area,

h

3

24

d. After G0th Group has recelved a quote of 36 B=24%s in the
by drea additional crews of 318th Oroup arrlving will be attached
thlﬂrﬁmmmilth&tﬂmmhuatmﬂnfmumhnu.

i

wle
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a, After Lird Oroup has received & total of LB airplapes
additional erews of the 318th Group arriving will be attashed to
Charters Towers pool, From this Poel they will be despatched to
Entm the strengthas indlcated 1n sbove peragraphs,

SECRET O,

£: The ground echelon of 112th Bosb Group will be
dmmadistely despatcehed to Penton upon erriwval in this theater,

E« After ground echelon of 318th Bomb Oroup is estahlished
at Fenton and ene squedron of J18th Group =t Fenton is ready for com-
bat then the 31%th Squedron will be returned te its permanent station
at Port Horesby. Aftdr the ground echelsn af the 318th hes become
established, as the remiinder of 31Bth crews become ready for coabat
they will be moved individuslly to Fenton by the Commanding Genersl,
¥ Bambar Commind.

3+ It Lz desired that the combat crews of the 318th on temporary
duty with other crgandestions retain thelr ldentity aa members af the
318th Bomb Croup.

4. Por the porpose of supply and sdmindlstratisn the 318th Bomb
Group Hsadquarters will be temporerdly assigned to Fifth Ade Force
upon arrival of the air echelon in this theater, Its permanent
pesignment will be Fenton. The Headquartesrs of the individual
aguadrens of the Group will be pisked up upon the arrival of the

echelon and permanently assigned to Fenton., Therefore, in
#ffect, no sguadron ergenisstion will exdst until arrival of the
ground echelon, Until such time & the ground erganisation arrives
administirative charnels eoncerning combat crews sttached to 90th or
A3vd Bosb Qroups for training will be direct from those Bomb Croups
o ¥ Bomber Comsand,

For the Commeanding Oenersl:

DOMALD WILSOM,
Brigadier Cerncral, A.U.5.
Chief of Staff,

Infermation copy: Commanding Gemeral, USAFFE,
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NOTIFICATION OF 380™ OF DIVERSION OF OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENT

WD 370.5 (4-7-43) Movement Orders, Shipment 2960, 380" to

OB-S-E-M Australia

370.5 (E-3) April 10, 1943 Movement Orders, Shipment 2960

Second Air Force Note statement concerning equipment already sent to
New York on second page

Special Orders, Topeka AAF, Kansas, Shipment 2960, Air Element — First Official

April 14, 1943 Document to Air Crews of 380"

Special Orders 102, Lowry Field, April Shipment 2960, Air Element — First Official

16, 1943 Document to Ground Element of 380" Directly

Telegram, Fifth Air Force, Announcing Arrival of 380" Aircraft and Correcting

April 23, 1943 Document 10

Fifth Air Force, Troop Movement, Transfer from Sydney to Darwin of Ground Element

Directive 32

General Arnold distribution of Letter First notes of 380" in Dispatches

from General Kenney

Copy not available

Document 11

Copy not available

Document 12

Document 13

Document 14

Document 15

TABLE IV

NOTIFICATION TOAIR DETACHMENT OF 380™-DEPLOYMENT TOAUSTRALIA

1

Letter of Instruction, Headquarters, Air Transport Command, Washington, D.C., March 2, 1943.

PAC Special Order 101, Headquarters, Topeka Army Air Base, Topeka, KS, April 12, 1943.
Project 96054-R, Shipment 2960-P
Project 96082-R, Shipment 2960-R

Report CG, Hawaiian Department, Army Air Forces for further dispatch to destination

Operations Order 273, Headquarters, 11" Ferrying Group, Army Air Forces, Air Transport Command, Hamilton

Field, CA, April 14,1943
TDN 31 P432-01-02-03-07-08 A0425-25
Also
Par 1, Opns Order 286, April 17, 1943, 11" Ferrying Group
Par 1, Opns Order 293, April 21, 1943
Par 1, Opns Order 305, April 24,1943
Par 2, Spec Ord 45, Hgs, 19 Ferrying Group, ATC, APO 953, April 26, 1943




8" IMMEDIATE ACTION

"._-'.-Eul.:-:r_t.‘_-tma E":-:!-:l:,: ATR FORACE
Cffice of the Commendins General
Fort George Wrisht, Woshinghon

&

TH efres? WAR DEPARTMENT

FT0L.E (B-3) Anril 10, 1945,

SUBJECT: Movement Orders, Shipments 2950-K, L, M, N, azd O.

1. Porsnant to the authority centainsd in Oonfidential War Bgpartment
letter, file ¥D 370.5 (4-7-43) OB-5-B-N, subjoct: "Morement Crdars, Shipmant
2960", dated April 7, 19E3, it 1s recuested that yuu talte the necessary actionm
andfor issne the necessary srders to pEepare for forelgn service and to mave
the balow listed orgsnisatisn and eguipment accompaaylng it te the BAW FHAM-
CIS0] PORT OF ENEABRATION (for forthor movemest by watar tr&uﬂpi‘-z‘tntinnj. B0
as B0 arrlve at the time, date and place deslgnated b the Commandirng Genarel,
San Fronciees Port of Ewbarication, The Commanding General, Ssn Frarcisan
Port of Exbarkation hae already called for thiz shipment and the partinant
infoarmation reforonce this 231l khas been relayed fo you,

i
COTE
DESIGHATION STHENITH
ORIT (sEre, M0,) FHARSEYT STATION OFF " WO EN £l
*3ZA0th Has=h S (H) AR, Lowry Fld, 58 [ 1
*%(Tass F1t Bah) Damvwar, Oolo. (1v=) (203)
(Last Parm Sta; ——— L
A48, Davis-Monthan 22F | [g4p
F14,Tacasn, Ariz,)
Hy 2360-K . t 1 - L-112 (7=1-43)
23 C=1 [B-15-42)
- .. L 0=2 (5-21-43)
FLZ7 0-3 [1=-35-23)
E28th Bomb Sq (E} 28s80-1L " 1-117 (7-1-43)
| En_ﬁ_-w‘.u
=2 [l-p5-4m)
E29th Bomb Bg (E] 2980-M " N
E30th Bomh Sa (® 2960-X "
283lat Bomh 8q (H) 2o80-0 E

-1a-
IMMEDIATE ACTION




=

Ltf Hqg 24 4%, 370.5 (B-3)

4/10/43 = Cont'd

{2) o be Ontalped at the Porh:

»" Headnsts (1 per indfvidusl)
+" Hare, mosguito (1 per individual)
4, Glassas, sun (1 pair per imdividnal; plus 50%
S maintensnees)
T/A heavy tentage
. Gots, camvas (1 per individual)
¢ Pratactive slothing (see pearsgrech 10 g (1) Below)

Be The followlng items are mot emthorfized for this movemsnt:

_ﬁ:"f =————. Tant atoves

P22

£- Ip Accompany the Unite from Present Station:

1)

(L) Clothing ard equipment as preseribed im peragrsph B shove
2zpapt that the follewing items will-not accompany the units:

Iteme suthorized in persgreph 8 4 (2) shove
Ganeral purpose motor vehicles (as listed in POXN)
Heavy tentege as prescribed in T/BA

HOTE: Asy orgsnlrstional equipment ghipped by ths
SE80th Zenb Groug to the Hew York or Eoston Ports of Enbarketion as
directed in Movenent Ordera, Bhipment 2518, w111 not ascompany the
unit, This epgulpment is bednz remaried ard ghipmed to the San Fram-
cleco Port of Embariation under inetrustions fassned separately to the
Commanding Generels, New Tork snd Baston Perts of Esharlestien,

a. AnE | £ =

B+ Io be Bhipoed to the San Frepelsss Pert af BEmbarviratien:

HOTE: Any organizatlonal supplies and squipment shipped by
the Chiefs of Supply Services for the 380th Bomh Cremm as directed in
Korement Crders, Shipment 2618, respectivaly, to the ¥aw York and
Boston Forts of Embarkation are belng remerked and shipped to ihe San
Franciseo Port of Embarkatisn, Letter, WD Z70.6 (4.2 27) 0E-5-m
SPOFT-M, April 6, 1943, Bubject:! Amendment No, 1 to Movement Orders,
Shipment 2618, deleted the F80th Booh Group from that Mevemsnt Order,

(1) fe of g

[Eosed on 90 days' Theater of Opecations Malntensnea,
end B0 deys' Zens of Interisr Maintensnaae),

will sghilp the following:
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F _ Iisut nt Calenel Miller.

. 23 Aprdl, 1943,
REGH/ imt

CLUMAF-STEN FIVE (dRFLAT) COMBOMOON FIVE

INITIAL INCHESEAT OF THELE EIGIT ZHRG BOUMGH FAaHEN PREVIOUSLY FEFEGHRED TO AS
THEES ORE EIGHT GROUF PAEEH ARRIVED BRISBANE TWENTITWO APRIL PD REFLIESCE
IETTER SUBJECT THHER QNS EIGHT BOMGA MIKE APRIL ADDROSSED TC ADVON AMD
BOMCOM COMAHNING DISTHIBUTIGH OF 1HIS GROUP PAHEH Xa . PAREN
IMETHCTIONS FOR ASSTOMMENT CONTALINED THRHEIN ¢ILL H: ADHERED TO 7b

ALL CONPAT ATACRAFT AND CREAS +~ILL BE FROCESSED THROUGH DOMBLR iEPLaACENENT
CRNTER SGHARTERS TOWERS FD FIEST THELVE ATRCHAFT JILL BE ASHICNED FENTON

FE THE GRODP COMMINDER LIBOTENANT COLONEL MILLEH WILL PROCEED FENTON

FOR INTTIAL ESTASLISHMENT THEN REPORT T0 BOMCOM AS S00M AS PRACTICABLE PD
TH N GEMSAT ATHCRAPT IS THIRTIFIVE PLANES BETHES) TWENTYSEOOND APHIL |
mﬂnﬂmmmmnmmmwm ASSIGNED THIS GROUP
FON BOPAl. OF THIRFTYEIGHT PD ORDUND ECHELON AT PORT OF BMBARKATION

DAYE OF ARHIVAL UHENCHN FD HEADUARTERS THREE EIGHT ZER0 BOMGE BRING
ASSTGNED THIE: DATE TO BOMOCH WITH PEFMAKENT STATION FENTON UHDER OFERATIOHAL
GONTROL MMPB].JI ACOUBDANCE «ITH SUBJECT LETTER Bqﬁmm CRGANTEATTIONS
WILL WOT BE ASSIGNED UNTIL ARRIVAL OF OROUND ECHULON PD R USST MECES3ARY

=L
. SHCR=T a
-_m =
23 .hpr:‘._t.;. 1965 .
REB/imf.
=2

INSTREUOTICNS FHOM BOMOOM TO BONESR REPLACEMINT CENTER FD COLONEL
PROCESDING TO CHARTERS TOWERS WITH COPIES OF THESE INATRUCTIONS
TEENTIFOUR AFRIL
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TAD0P OVILENT DIRECTIVE):
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1. The 320th Borb Group (H), (luss .ir kechelon) is dirccted to preparc
for moveaunt froa Sydney, Mee 3ocuth Wolis, to Funton, Horthern Territory.

Lisedinte proprration for this scwesent will be innusurated to lneure the
proper oquipage nnd sbllity of the unit to seve on further orders.

2, Initletion of tm,: nmn..mnt will be effected by n S/ FFE Adainiatrmtlws
Truop Jovement Dircetiwe, or by lrstructions fron t.he Cc mnding Genural, Fifth
alr Forew,

3. Upon rooeipt of further I.mhrucbianu, the Gomﬂndlnr 0fficur of the
380th Bomb Group (H), w11l comtret the Commending Genersl, Sasc Stetion 7, for
the nceessary lrstructions porteining te this =ow,

e
L. This will be » permrnent chrnge of station.

5. Logistiecal Drts, appromoctet

Pursonnel grponizetionhl _}Mﬂi
56 off 1350 Shlf toom
1.0, - _ "0 Long tons
1150 E L.

. 411 orgonizctional equipoert (exscpt wehicles) and trirty (0] depe
of supplice will be trien, )

T« Tremportation ri].l. b h;r wt.,.r.

8. The Comwrnding Offiser of the 380th M E'.ruup {H] will l\ipﬁl"- to
this Hendquartirs, Whttenbion A4 Tremsportotion®, timw Fad dets of duparturs
prior to deprture, dnd tim Ms.*. dite of arrival umumu- ipﬂl arrival lt g

mumum. 3 Her T ;.
"9, umit rmu.mmﬂuh mmmwmmmm
MW}. Brse ﬂtﬂ:hﬂ In. 3! ‘negordonge vith' ph 183,

Fol adiadnd
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